
MINUTES OF 

 BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

August 4, 2014 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on August 4, 2014 with all three 

commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall reported that a cooling system, paid for by Klee Watchous, has 

been installed in the Ag Building at the fairgrounds.   

2. Commissioner Westfall reported that he received a complaint from a Halstead resident 

that a case involving criminal vandalism has not been filed in a timely manner.   

3. Commissioner Westfall asked Jim Meier, Road and Bridge Superintendent, whether he 

has turned in a list of bridges that would qualify for available KDOT monies to repair or 

replace bridges.  Jim is working on a list to submit, which is due by September 15.    
  
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. The annual Chamber banquet will be held on September 25 at the Meridian Center. 

2. There will be a breakfast with Farm Bureau at the Breadbasket at 7:00 a.m. on August 

18.   

3. The Old Settler’s Parade at Halstead will start at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, 

August 9
th

. 

 

Minutes of the July 28, 2014 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Hague, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.       

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 
1. John Waltner reported that the courthouse window replacement project is underway and 

the asbestos abatement continues and is on schedule.  He will meet with department 

heads this week.   

2. In order to expand the availability of the WIC program, the Health Department will 

change their hours on Wednesdays.  They will open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.  

They will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. every Thursday with the exception of the 

first Thursday when they will not open until 10:30 a.m. following a monthly staff 

meeting.   

3. The Kansas Department of Transportation is holding local consultation meetings around 

the state to discuss KDOT projects.  The closest meetings for Harvey County will be 

held in Hutchinson on September 30 and in Wichita on October 1.   

4. The Commissioners received a copy of the agenda for the City/County meeting to be 

held on August 26.  Discussion will be held regarding the renovation of the Law 

Enforcement Center.   

5. The Commissioners received a copy of a request of support for the renewal of the 

production tax credits for wind energy.  The Commissioners directed staff to send a 

letter of support to be sent to Congresswoman Jenkins.   
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6. The Commissioners received a copy of an article in the NACO County News about 

bridges.  Counties in Kansas have some of the highest number of bridges in the US.  

Repairs and funding for the bridges has become a very complex issue.   

7. Kass Miller, East Park Supervisor, contacted Jessica Mounts, state biologist, about 

removing carp from East Lake in August or September.  The carp have become over 

populated in the lake.  The removed carp will be composted which will also help meet a 

grant requirement of a program undertaken by the RSVP Department.  Commissioner 

Krehbiel had a report that the pump at the fish cleaning station at East Park is not 

working.  Commissioner Hague also reported that a citizen said there was no ranger 

patrolling on either Saturday or Sunday.  Kass said there are patrols on Friday and 

Saturday, but not Sunday.   

8. Dawn Warrington, RSVP Coordinator, explained the project called “A Step in the 

Clean Direction.”  This is a grant funded program to help clean up Harvey County.  

Volunteers will meet at the 4-H building at 9:30 a.m. on October 11 for “Harvey 

County Goes Clean.”  They will receive instructions on what to pick up at the 

Fairgrounds, East Park, West Park, the City Parks, Bike Path, and other places.  Other 

requirements of the grant, which is for three years, are to collect one ton of compostable 

material, and 2 tons of recyclable material.  Dawn reported that RSVP was also granted 

an additional $2,500 for training and travel.  Dawn also presented a recommendation to 

appoint Joyce Fonseca to the RSVP Advisory Council.  Commissioner Westfall made a 

motion to appoint Joyce Fonseca to the RSVP Advisory Council.  Commissioner Hague 

seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

9. The Parks Director position was posted and thirteen applications were received.  The 

application deadline was last Friday.   

10. Jason Reynolds, Sheriff’s Department Chaplain, presented a request that an area at 

West Park be designated as a memorial garden for scattering the ashes of indigent 

deceased persons.  He is proposing to landscape the area and place some benches there 

also.  The Sheriff’s Department is currently in the possession of five urns of remains.     

11. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2014-20, stating that 

certain equipment is no longer required for use by the county and is authorized to be 

sold on Purple Wave On-Line Auction.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and 

it was passed unanimously. 

12. Kass Miller reported that there was a fairly bad accident that occurred at East Lake over 

the weekend.  A motorist was injured when he drove a pickup into a ditch and hit a 

culvert.  There was also a report of a swimmer in distress on Sunday.  However, it 

turned out to be a false alarm.  He also reported that they will be continuing work on the 

horse trails at East Lake.   

13. Sheriff T. Walton reported that they received a grant to purchase two very good 

cameras for the investigators.  He also reported that he enjoyed working the advanced 

voting poll site for the Election Office.  He was especially impressed with the poll book 

boxes designed and built by Rick Piepho. 

14. Anthony Swartzendruber, Assistant Administrator, received a memo from the SEC that 

extends the deadline for commercial issuers to report any necessary disclosures to 

December 1.  Gilmore and Bell is going back through all municipal bonds that have 

been issued by Harvey County to make sure that all required disclosures were made.  
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15. Anthony reported that the asbestos abatement in the penthouse area is complete.  The 

abatement is in process in the boiler room.  One window was removed last week to 

determine how the new windows should be anchored.  The window structural unit 

covered three floors vertically.  He said the well drilling should begin soon.  The 

electrical work in the LEC will be the next step in the project.  Anthony also reported 

that there will be a bond rating call on Thursday.  Commissioner Hague asked whether 

any investments have been made since the new policy was implemented.  There are no 

new monies to invest at this time.   

 

CITIZENS FORUM:  

 There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum. 

  

Warrant checks in the amount of $422,904.98 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Hague, 

seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Janet Cagle, Director of   Harvey/McPherson County Community Corrections, presented the FY 2015 

Carryover Reimbursement Budget for Community Corrections.  The total amount of the budget is 

$46,577, which is made up mostly of personnel expenses.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to 

approve the carryover budget and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Commissioner Hague seconded the 

motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

Janet also presented the 2014 year end outcome report for KDOC.  The report indicates that the year 

was ended with a success rate of 82% for keeping adults in the program from going to or returning to 

prison.  There were 136 total cases and 112 of those had their case closed and did not go to prison. She 

believes the success rate was increased due to HB 2170, known as the “Quick Dip” law.  This is a 2 or 

three day incarceration which serves as a “wake up call.”  Commissioner Hague made a motion to 

approve the outcome report and authorize the chairman to sign.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the 

motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

The Harvey County budget hearing was opened at 10:30 a.m.  Marianne Eichelberger, Director of the 

Newton Public Library, attended the hearing to ask for continued support of the ENLITE program.  

The County is appropriating $12,000 for the purchase of large-print books and she requested that the 

funds also be allowed to be used to pay for part-time employees to process and deliver the books.  

Discussion was held about how the money was handled in the past and where the books are being 

distributed.  She stated that the program is in jeopardy of being discontinued because there are no 

funding resources for the wages for the aides.   The budget hearing was closed at 11:00 a.m. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
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