
MINUTES OF 

 BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  June 15, 2015 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on June 15, 2015 with all three 

commissioners present.  Chairman Hague called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA:  

1. Commissioner Westfall reported that the tax revenue lid amendment, requiring a vote of 

the electorate if the county budget exceeds the rate of inflation with some exceptions, 

was included in the tax package bill (HB2109) and trailer bill (SB 270) that were passed 

by the legislature. 

2. Commissioner Westfall reported that the bridge on US 50 over Meridian Ave. and the 

BNSF tracks on the west edge of Newton is scheduled to begin construction this week. 

     

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Westfall reported that a reception is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. today at the 

Newton City/County Airport. 

2. The retirement celebration for Emergency Management Director, Lon Buller is 

scheduled for 2-4 p.m. on Friday, June 19 in the Courthouse Community Room. Lon is 

retiring after more than 35 years of service. 

 

Minutes of the June 8 Commission regular meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 
1. Gayle Martin, Public Affairs Associate/KCCEOA Education Director, WSU Hugo Wall 

School of Public Affairs, presented Rick Piepho, County Clerk with a certificate for 

completing the MiniMPA course. The MiniMPA provides executive development in 

public administration presented in 3 hour sessions each week for 16 weeks. She also 

congratulated him for recently completing the 3-year Sanborn Certification Institute to 

attain Certified County Clerk certification. 

2. Kevin Schmidt, Road Supervisor, reported that due to the more than 5 inches of rain 

Sunday night six roads in the county are closed. The rain was heaviest in the eastern 

part of the county including the cities of Newton, Sedgwick & Walton. 

3. John reported that the joint City/County meeting has been rescheduled for next 

Monday, June 22 at 4:30 p.m. in the Courthouse Community Room. 

4. John reported that the Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth (BREG) meeting is 

scheduled for July 10 from 9 a.m. to noon at the City of Derby offices. 

5. John expressed appreciation for the time given by Mike King, KDOT Director, for 

discussion following the bridge 20-Q.9 ground breaking ceremony last Friday.  

6. Kass Miller, Director of Parks, reported that the parks were busy over the weekend with 

clinics, weddings and other events. Kass also reported that East Park is temporarily 

closed due to flooding. 

7. Byron Warta distributed the current EDC prospect report which included a few new 

additions and an update for Scarborough who are reporting that they are currently 
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conducting research to determine the size of the facility needed. 

8. Rollin Schmidt, Solid Waste Director, reported that the Solid Waste facility is muddy, 

but functioning. He also reported that there are no changes to the 5-year Solid Waste 

plan for 2015. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the 5 year Solid 

Waste plan. Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously.   

 

CITIZENS FORUM:  

 There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum. 

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $674,102.43 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Rick Schlender, Scott Eckert and many other representatives presented the 2016 proposed budget for 

the Harvey County Extension Council for reconsideration. They are requesting a 5% increase over last 

year to fund increases in salaries, insurance and an equipment reserve to replace their van in the future. 

The deadline for approval of their budget is July 15. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to 

approve the Harvey County Extension Council 2016 budget with a revision to add a vehicle fund line 

item to the budget and transfer $10,000 from the equipment fund line item. The motion also authorizes 

the chair to sign the budget. Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously.   

 

Kevin Stubbs, Caring Hands Humane Society, Executive Director, presented the 2016 appropriation 

request. Caring Hands Humane Society is requesting an appropriation for 2016 of $9,000, a 3.4% 

increase over the $8,605 appropriation for 2015. This is would be the first increase since 2012, if 

granted. 

 

Sandy Frazier, Newton Saddle Club, Vice-President, presented the 2016 appropriation request. The 

Newton Saddle Club is requesting an appropriation for 2016 of $3,000. The request is for the same 

amount as the appropriation awarded for 2015.  

 

Dr. Ron Morford and Karen Robb presented the proposed 2016 budget for the District Coroner 

department. The budget met the requested target, but they explained that a number of their expenses 

are variable and uncontrollable. They reported that there were 30 autopsies in 2013, 30 autopsies in 

2014 and 15 autopsies in 2015 so far. They also reported that the rates that Sedgwick County charges 

may be increasing and those autopsies are taking 3-6 months to complete. They discussed the 

possibility of sending autopsies to Hays or Topeka for quicker results and possible cost savings. 

 

Lynnette Redington, Health Department Director, and Patrick Mwangi, Health Department Fiscal 

Management Coordinator, presented the proposed 2016 budget for the Health Department. The budget 

met the requested targets with reductions from the 2015 budget. The budget includes 2016 CIP requests 

for $3,900 for computer equipment. A supplemental request for an interfund transfer of $8,029 to match 

grant funds was attached and a supplemental request for $6,142 cleaning services funded with current 

resources was attached.  They gave an overview of 2014 accomplishments and statistics and current 

2015 projects and goals. They also reported on the goals for 2016 which includes full implementation of 

the electronic health records system and expanding the Bike Plan to North Newton. 
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Lon Buller and Gary Denny presented the proposed 2016 budget for the Emergency Management 

Department. The budget met the requested targets with no supplemental requests. The budget includes 

2016 CIP requests for $14,000 for A/V equipment for the EOC/training room and $74,450 to replace 

the generator in the LEC which has been in operation since 1971. They gave an overview of 2014 

accomplishments and statistics and current 2015 projects and goals, including the current transition in 

the Director position from Lon to Gary with Lon’s retirement.  

 

Lon Buller, Emergency Management Director, presented a Local Disaster Declaration for the storm 

damage over the weekend for the chair to sign. 

 

The meeting recessed at 11:55 a.m. for travel to the Harvey County Historical Society for a luncheon 

meeting and budget presentation. 

 

The meeting reconvened at 12:05 p.m. at the Harvey County Historical Society. 

 

Debra Hiebert, Executive Director, and several board members presented the 2016 proposed budget 

and appropriation request for the Harvey County Historical Society. They reported on the 2014-2015 

activities and statistics and the goals for 2015-2016.  They are requesting the same $55,000 

appropriation as last year.  

 

The meeting recessed at 12:55 p.m. to return to the courthouse. 

 

The meeting reconvened at 1:15 p.m. 

 

Sheriff T. Walton presented the proposed 2016 budget for the Sheriff’s departments. The budgets did 

not meet the requested targets due to projected cost increases. A supplemental request for $13,847 to 

change a part-time clerk position into a full time position and a supplemental request for $50,567 to 

add one detention deputy position was attached.  He gave an overview of 2014 accomplishments and 

statistics including the highest ever number of calls for service and current 2015 projects and goals. He 

discussed some the future needs and current condition of the Law Enforcement Center and the 

Detention Center. He reported that juvenile care costs are increasing. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m.      
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