
MINUTES OF 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

December 19, 2016 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on December 19, 2016 with all 

three commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA:  

1. Commissioner Westfall reported that he received a call from Pastor Vern Bender who 

asked why the nativity scene and Christmas decorations were not put up on the 

courthouse lawn this year. John Waltner, Administrator, answered that last year the 

courthouse lawn was still torn up from the drilling for the new heating & cooling 

system for the courthouse so decorations were not put up, but that work is now 

completed. John reported that the church that Pastor Bender used to serve, stored and 

setup the nativity scene. He has checked with church members and has been unable to 

locate it. The City of Newton contacted administration recently and said that they did 

not put up the other decorations that they normally install on the lawn because they 

were unsure if they would be able to drive the stakes necessary to hold up the 

decorations without damaging the piping installed under the lawn. 

     

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. The commissioners and administration agreed that it would not be necessary to meet 

next week. Commissioner Hague made a motion to cancel the December 26 County 

Commission meeting and authorize staff to issue the warrant checks for next week. 

Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. The next 

Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 3, 2017. 

2. Commissioner Westfall stated that the 911 Advisory Board meeting is scheduled for 

January 19, not on the 21
st
 as shown on the calendar. 

3. The Farm Bureau Legislative Forum and dinner is scheduled for January 3, 2017 at 

6:00 p.m. at Quincy’s in Moundridge. All of the commissioners are planning to attend. 

4. The annual Township Dinner is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on February 6, 2017 at the 

Road & Bridge shop. 

5. Commissioner Westfall is scheduled to attend the Chamber Public/Private Partners 

meeting at Charlie’s restaurant at 7 a.m. on January 13. 

 

Minutes of the December 12 Commission regular meeting were approved, with a correction in 

Administrative Items number 3, upon a motion by Commissioner Hague, seconded by Commissioner 

Krehbiel. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 
1. John Waltner stated that the commissioners are invited to attend a legislative forum at 

Prairie View on December 20 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

2. John presented copies of a Notice to Terminate Agricultural/Farm Tenancy that will be 

sent to Neal Williams who is not complying with the terms of the lease contract to farm 

some ground at East Park. The notice states that the lease contract shall be terminated 

on March 1 unless wheat is already planted, then it will terminate on the day following 
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the last day of harvesting the wheat crop or August 1, 2017, whichever comes first. The 

lease for the affected properties will be offered to other vendors.  

3. Skip Cowan, Health Department Community Services Coordinator, showed one of the 

twenty-one emergency medical trauma kits that are being distributed to each school 

building in the county. The kits were purchased with grant funds. 

4. Robert Carlton, Department of Aging Director, presented four Recommendation for 

Appointment forms; two for RSVP Advisory Council positions and two for Department 

of Aging Advisory Council positions. All are first time appointments for the term 

January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2020. Most of the prospective appointees were in 

attendance. Commissioner Hague made a motion to waive the second reading and 

appoint Michelle Rider and Sheryl Andree to the RSVP Advisory Council and appoint 

David Norris and Jeanne Summerfeld to the Harvey County Department on Aging 

Advisory Council and authorize the chair to sign all. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded 

the motion and it passed unanimously. 

5. To comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, Robert Carlton, presented a procedure 

for citizens who use the Harvey County Transportation system to file complaints if 

necessary.  The procedure will be posted on public bulletin boards in the County 

Courthouse and in the Law Enforcement Center to notify the public.  The Federal 

Transit Administration requires that the Title VI plan be renewed every three years; this 

plan is the same as the current plan which was approved three years ago. Commissioner 

Krehbiel made a motion to approve the Title VI plan as presented.  Commissioner 

Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

6. Gary Denny, Emergency Management Director, reported that a training exercise 

planning workshop was held last week. It was determined in the workshop that the 

focus in 2017 should be placed on continued ICS training and coordination and training 

in the dissemination of public information as well as rolling out tabletop active shooter 

exercises. 

7. Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, reported that his department sprayed county 

roads with brine prior to the snow/ice events on Saturday; then 3 crews were dispatched 

after the storms to plow the east/west roads. Jim requested permission to utilize leftover 

funds from roadwork savings to pave the approaches for the new Dutch Ave. Bridge 

near Hesston as soon as the bridge is completed instead of waiting until later next year 

as was initially planned. He stated that the bridge should be completed within the next 

two weeks. The commissioners approved the plan. 

8. Gina Bell, Planning & Zoning Director, reported that she was contacted by Grace Hill 

Winery last week about their application for a liquor license to operate a full bar. They 

currently have a conditional use permit and are allowed to produce and sell the 

alcoholic products that they produce. They would like to expand their special event 

business with addition of a bar to sell alcoholic beverages that are not produced at the 

facility. She stated that Kansas statutes state that county zoning needs to allow for this 

type of establishment, but the Harvey County zoning policies do not specifically cover 

this situation. The commissioners agreed that the Planning & Zoning Commission 

should review the zoning for this establishment and present a recommendation to them. 

9. Kass Miller, Parks Director, reported that work on the new bathroom & shower house 

at West Park continues with shower stall divider walls being constructed. 

10. Anthony Swartzendruber, Assistant Administrator & Finance Director, reported that a 
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U. S. House committee is working on tax reform that would remove the tax exemption 

for municipal bond interest which could significantly affect local governments. 

 

CITIZENS FORUM:  

 There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum. 

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $41,267.48 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Hague.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

At 10:00 a.m. the bid opening for the sale of the ResCare Building which is owned by the county was 

conducted. John reported that a protest petition was not submitted and a Notice of Sale was published 

to accept sealed bids to purchase the building. He also presented copies of the current county appraised 

value of the property which is $189,900.00. John opened the one bid that was received from 

Northview Developmental Services, Inc. and read the bid amount of $150,000.00. James Gillmore, 

Northview Developmental Services, Inc. Treasurer was present for the opening and answered 

questions from the commission regarding their non-profit organization which provides grant funding 

for individuals with disabilities and projects that affect the disabled. Northview currently owns the 

surrounding properties which include the other buildings occupied by ResCare. Commissioner 

Krehbiel commented that with the mission of the bidder to provide funding and assistance to the 

disabled community, he felt that the bid should be awarded to Northview even though the bid is less 

than the appraised value. Commissioner Hague made a motion to accept the bid and sell to the 

property to Northview Developmental Services, Inc. for a total purchase price of $150,000.00.  

Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

Anthony opened the Request for Proposal (RFP) submissions for the publication of legal notices. 

Anthony reminded the commission that the RFP process is not based on price alone and the 

submissions would need to be reviewed by staff prior to making a recommendation. Two vendors 

submitted responses. The Newton Kansan which is published 5 days per week (Tues.-Sat.) submitted a 

proposal with a price per column inch of $5.00 with a column width of 1.5 inches and a paid 

circulation of 3,093; Newton Now which is published once per week on Thursdays submitted a 

proposal with a price per column inch of $5.00 with a column width of 1.583 inches and a paid 

circulation of 808. Another bid was submitted by Newton Now with a price per column inch of $10.00 

with a column width of 1.778 inches which included publication in the Hesston Record and The 

Harvey County Independent all of which are published once per week. The commissioners agreed to 

accept the RFP responses and authorize Anthony to review the responses and present a 

recommendation later in the meeting. 

 

At 10:38 a.m. Commissioner Hague made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 22 

minutes to confer with attorney regarding privileged matters. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the 

motion and it was passed unanimously. Also present for the session were John Waltner, Counselor 

Greg Nye, Gina Bell and Rick Piepho. Executive session ended at 11:00 a.m. with no action being 

taken. 

 

Anthony returned with the bid tabulation results from the Request for Proposal (RFP) submissions that 

were opened earlier for the publication of legal notices. Anthony stated that both of the proposals 

submitted met the requirements of the RFP. Anthony recommended awarding the contract to The 
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Newton Kansan who submitted a proposal with a price per column inch of $5.00 with a column width 

of 1.5 inches due to the higher circulation, publication frequency and their one day copy deadline. The 

awarded contractor will be designated as the “Official County Newspaper” for the period of January 1, 

2017 to December 31, 2017. Commissioner Hague made a motion to award the contract for the 

Publication of Legal Notices to The Newton Kansan. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion 

and it was passed unanimously. 

 

At 11:23 a.m. Commissioner Hague made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 17 

minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was 

passed unanimously. Also present for the session was Counselor Greg Nye. At 11:40 a.m. 

Commissioner Hague made a motion to extend the executive session for a period of 10 minutes to 

discuss non-elected personnel. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously. Also present for the session was Counselor Greg Nye. At 11:41 a.m. Commissioner 

Krehbiel left the meeting. Executive session ended at 11:50 a.m. with no action being taken. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

 

 


