
MINUTES OF 

 BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  July 10, 2017 

 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on July 10, 2017 with all three 
commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA:  

1. Commissioner Westfall reported that he and Anthony attended the REAP executive 
board meeting last week where a presentation was given about the Kansas Global 
Exports report. Harvey County businesses accounted for about $287 million in exports. 

  
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

There were no items added to the calendar. 
 

Minutes of the July 3 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, 
seconded by Commissioner Hague.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Anthony Swartzendruber, Administrator, asked whether the commissioners plan to 
attend the Circles of Hope and the Harvey County Health Department meeting on July 
11 at 11:30 a.m. at the Old Mill. All of the commissioners are planning to attend and an 
RSVP will be sent on their behalf. 

2. Anthony reminded the commissioners that nominees are still needed to fill a position 
on the PBC and two positions for Harvey County representatives on the Regional Solid 
Waste committee.  

3. Robert Carlton, Department of Aging Director, presented a Recommendation for 
Appointment form to appoint Tim Marlar to an open position on the Department of 
Aging Advisory Council for the term July 10, 2017 to June 30, 2020. This would be the 
first term for Tim who was in attendance to answer questions from the commission. 
Commissioner Westfall made a motion to waive the second reading and appoint Tim 
Marlar to the Harvey County Department on Aging Advisory Council and authorize the 
chair to sign. Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

4. Robert presented a Recommendation for Appointment form to appoint Rachel Bucklin 
to an open position on the RSVP Advisory Council for the term July 10, 2017 to 
December 31, 2020. This would be the first term for Rachel who was in attendance to 
answer questions from the commission. Commissioner Hague made a motion to waive 
the second reading and appoint Rachel Bucklin to the Harvey County RSVP Advisory 
Council and authorize the chair to sign. Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 

5. Annette Graham, CPAAA Director, presented the Central Plains Area Agency on Aging 
(CPAAA) Area Plan for FY 2018 (October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018).  The 
Agency is based in Sedgwick County and serves Sedgwick, Butler and Harvey 
counties. Commissioner Hague made a motion to approve the CPAAA Area Plan and 
authorize the Sedgwick County chair to sign. Commissioner Westfall seconded the 
motion and it was passed unanimously 

6. Gary Denny, Emergency Management Director, reported that Harvey County will be 
hosting an ICS 400 class this week.  

7. Don Gruver, Communications Director, reported that about fifty fireworks complaint 
calls were received by 9-1-1 over the 5 day period from June 30 to July 5. 
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CITIZENS FORUM:  
Wayne Valentine, Silver Haired Legislature representative for Harvey County, reported 
that he attended a regional meeting of the Kansas Silver Haired Legislature (SHL) last 
week where numerous points of focus/resolution were narrowed down to a list of six to 
be presented at the state convention later this year. He stated that repealing the 
city/county tax lid is one the points due to the fact that there are more negative impacts 
concerning senior citizens than positive. 

 
Warrant checks in the amount of $124,171.99 total were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Hague.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
At 9:35 a.m. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to recess into executive session for a period of 
10 minutes to discuss confidential claims data pursuant to the consultation with an attorney to discuss 
matters deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship exception in KSA 75-4319(b)(2). The 
open meeting will resume in the Commission meeting room at 9:45 a.m. Commissioner Hague 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. Those present for the session were the three 
Commissioners, Anthony Swartzendruber, Dan Bronson, Rick Piepho and Counselor Greg Nye. 
Executive session ended at 9:45 a.m. with no action being taken. 
 
The 2018 Harvey County Budget Hearing was opened at 10:00 a.m. Harvey County resident Jeremy 
Kindy distributed a handout and presented comments and questions about the proposed budget. He 
specifically questioned the budgetary reasoning to sell the Camp Hawk county park property. He 
stated that the proposed budget shows that the county is not in a financial hardship and has an ample 
fund balance to support keeping and maintaining Camp Hawk and that there would be very little 
savings in the Parks operations budget if the park was sold. Commissioner Hague replied that the 
fund balance in the general fund is set by county policy to mitigate risks so it would not be good fiscal 
management to spend down the balance. Commissioner Krehbiel commented on the reasons to sell 
the park and he will fully support the outcome of the vote on the issue in November. He stated that a 
number of reasons were considered when deciding to sell the park including the amount of capital 
improvements needed if the park remains in operation, reported lack of use and the question of 
whether three county parks are needed. Harvey County resident Dan Harms also presented 
information and expressed his concerns over the sale of the Camp Hawk property. He distributed 
copies of the pages showing the Parks Department expenditures from the auditors reports for the last 
three years which show that the total actual expenditures for the three year period were $272,183 
less than the amount budgeted. He contends that the park should not be in disrepair because funds 
were available to make the needed repairs without a budget increase and that the park is a valuable 
quality of life asset for all of the citizens of the county and specifically to numerous residents who 
frequent the facility. Commissioner Westfall stated that the resolution that was passed and protested 
authorizes the sale of the park, but does not mandate the sale. The election in November will allow 
the voters to decide if the resolution should be allowed to pass or not. Anthony stated that about 60% 
of the $272,183 savings in the Parks budget were due to personnel changes in Parks staff so those 
funds were not reallocated to operations or improvements. The budget hearing was closed at 10:50 
a.m. 
 
At 10:50 a.m. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to recess into executive session for a period of 
25 minutes to discuss an employment application pursuant to the non-elected personnel matter 
exception in KSA 75-4319(b)(1). The open meeting will resume in the Commission meeting room at 
11:15 a.m. Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. Those 
present for the session were the three Commissioners, Anthony Swartzendruber, Dan Bronson, Craig 
Clough and Counselor Greg Nye. Executive session ended at 11:15 a.m. with no action being taken. 



Minutes of 
Board of Harvey County Commissioners 
July 10, 2017 
Page 3 of 3 
  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.    
  

 


