
tires. People can get rid of 
these items for free.  
   The “Harvey County Goes 
Clean!” project helps War-
rington fulfill requirements to 
keep the county’s three-year 
grant from the Corporation 
for National and Community 
Service. Those requirements 
state that the project needs 
two tons of recyclable mate-
rial as well as one ton of 
compost material.  
   If you are interested in 
helping keep Harvey County 
clean, contact Dawn War-
rington at the RSVP Depart-
ment at 316-284-6881 or 
rsvp@harveycounty.com.   
 

A step in the clean direction 
ing located at West First and 
Grandview in Newton. Some 
of the tasks will include pick-
ing up trash and debris in Har-
vey County, including East and 
West Park, the fairgrounds, 

bike paths and Kidron 
Creek. Volunteers will 

be provided with 
supplies for col-

lecting trash. 
Lunch will 
be provided. 

   In addition to 
picking up debris 

and trash, there will 
be a spot at the 4-H 

building from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. where volunteers will 
collect scrap metal and used 
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Courthouse 

Closed: 

Nov. 11 

Nov. 27 

Nov. 28 

Dec. 25 

Dec. 26 

 

Health Dept. 

Breastfeeding 

Class: 

1st Mon. - 4 p.m. 

3rd Mon. - 11 a.m. 

Harvey County 

Goes Clean 

9:30 a.m. 

Oct. 11 

Wreath orders 

due:  

Oct 29 

 

     Dawn Warrington, Harvey 
County Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
director, is working on 
ways to keep Harvey 
County clean. 
Warrington is 
introducing a 
volunteer 
project 
called Harvey 
County Goes 
Clean this fall with 
the hope of keeping 
Harvey County’s landfill 
from filling up – and she 
hopes many volunteers will 
help out. 
   Volunteers will meet at 9:30 
a.m. Oct. 11 at the 4-H build-

    With only 12 weeks until 
Christmas, you might have 
already started thinking 
about the upcoming holiday 
season. In fact, some people 
like to say there are 90 days 
until Christmas because it 
seems further away. No 
matter how you prefer to 
say it: three months, 12 
weeks, or less than 90 days 
until Christmas, the fact re-
mains the same, it’s coming 
and coming soon! Are you 
prepared? The Harvey County 
Kurt Ford Explorers (The 
Junior Deputy Sheriff pro-

gram) would like to help you 
with your holiday prepara-
tions.  
   For the past four years, the 

Explorers have sold holiday 
wreaths, sprays, centerpiec-
es and garland. The Explor-
ers have decided to take 
orders for these evergreen 
items again this year as their 
only fundraiser.  
   The Explorers are hoping 
to raise enough money to 
take a few field trips to fur-
ther their education about 
potential careers in various 
areas of law enforcement.  
   One field trip they hope 
to take is to Kansas City to 
tour the Johnson County 
Investigations Lab. Another 

By Dawn Warrington 

Wreath sales support Explorers 
By Melissa Flavin 

Continued on pg. 3 
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   On a hot summer day, 
what sounds better than an 
ice cold drink? Today, most 
of us take for granted that 
we can easily get ice when 
we want it, but what about 
years ago? 
Charlsen Ice Co. 
   Charles Charlsen arrived 
in Harvey County in the 
early 1870s. After trying 
several businesses, he set-
tled on an ice and produce 
business. In 1872, he built 
an ice house on the bank of 
Sand Creek at 811 N. Elm. 
He is credited with estab-
lishing the first ice business 
in Harvey County in No-
vember of 1872. He owned 
about a block of land on 
each side of the creek. The 
basement of the house was 
the equivalent of a two-
story building and was used 
to store ice year-round. 
Initially, Charlsen sold ice 
from a covered ice wagon 
to individuals. People would 
put out signs indicating how 
much ice they wanted. He 
also sold ice to meat mar-
kets and grocery stores. 
The last ice cut from Sand 
Creek for Charlsen was in 
1927. Early in January 1928, 

Charlsen was inspecting the 
Sand Creek ice when he 
suffered a stroke and fell. 
He died Jan. 5, 1928. His 
son, George, continued 
with the produce business. 
Harvesting ice from Sand 
Creek 
   Ice was harvested annual-
ly from Sand Creek until 
the late 1920s. Sections 
were marked off with an 
iron mark which would 
measure to the equivalency 
of a 300-pound chunk of 
ice. Using a double cut saw, 
the worker would cut 
around the mark. They 
would usually mark off 
three at a time. After the 
first piece was cut, the men, 
with the use of a pick or 
hook on the end of a long 
pole and ice tongs, would 
lift the first piece out and 
place it on a ramp. The oth-
er pieces would then float 
to where they could grasp 
them with the tongs. The 
chunks would be pulled up 
the ramp with ropes and 
pulleys and then released to 
go down another ramp into 
the basement of the ice 
house. Two men were in 
the basement stacking the 

blocks of ice. The floor of 
the ice house was cov-
ered with about 12 inches 
of straw. Eventually, the 
basement would be 
stacked to the ceiling 
with ice blocks. 
   In addition to Charlsen, 
other ice companies 
served Harvey Coun-
ty. The Newton Ice Co. 
began delivering ice to 
homes in 1898. The rail-
road also needed ice. In 
1906, the Sand Creek Ice 
Plant of the Newton 
Ice Company had a daily 
capacity of 75 tons of ice. 
By 1922, 100 tons of ice 
were manufactured with 
a storage capacity of 10 
thousand tons. The plant 
served the city of New-
ton, the Santa Fe Railroad 
and surrounding commu-
nities. The plant em-
ployed 25 men and oper-
ated 24 hours a day. An 
additional 75-100 men 
were employed during 
the busy times. 
   So, next time you fill 
your glass with ice, re-
member it used to be a 
whole lot harder to ac-
quire. 

H A R V E Y  C O U N T Y  N E W S  

Commercial Hotel  

Newton ice harvesting 
Kristine Schmucker, Harvey County Historical Museum 

“Ice was  

harvested  

annually from 

Sand Creek  

until the late 

1920s.” 
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Wreaths 
trip would be to Topeka and 
Hutchinson to tour the men’s 
and women’s prisons here in 
Kansas. The Explorers would 
like to also view the KBI Lab in 
Great Bend. 
   The fresh evergreen products 
ship from Minnesota and are 

delivered the week of Thanks-
giving. Since we live in Kansas 
(and are predicted to have a 
frigid winter), these products 
tend to stay fresh into February 
and even March with little to no 
care. Each wreath is hand-
decorated with a bow, pine 
cones and other décor. Should 

you want sprays for pillars to 
match the wreath on the 
door, or to place on the grave 
of a loved one, we have those 
too. We even have center-
pieces with LED candles for 
those apartment/dorm dwell-
ers in our lives. There are four 
styles of wreaths, three styles 
of sprays, and three styles of 
centerpieces available. The 
evergreen products range in 
price from $15-40 depending 
on the style you choose and 
whether you want it shipped 
directly or hand-delivered by 
an Explorer.  
   We are taking pre-orders 
until Wednesday, Oct. 29. 
Depending on how many 
products we have left after 
deliveries are made, we might 
be able to fulfill extra orders 
in November but it is always 
recommended to place a pre-
order if you know you want a 
wreath. There is no way to 
guarantee our extra quantity or 
the availability of some styles as 
we sell out fast every year! We 
even have the option to have 
evergreen products delivered 
directly to loved ones in the 
continental 48 states so you can 
order one for family or friends 
in other states and mark them 
off the Christmas list early this 
year!  
   If you have ordered from us 
in the past, we want to thank 
you for your support and hope 
that you will continue to sup-
port us with another order this 
year.  
   Should you have any ques-
tions, or want to place an or-
der, please contact Melissa at 
the Sheriff’s Office by calling 
316-284-6960 or emailing her 
at mflavin@harveycounty.com.   
   Thanks again and from all of 
us in the Explorer program, we 
hope you have a wonderful 
holiday season! 
 

“Since we live 

in Kansas, 

these products 

tend to stay 

fresh into 

February and 

even March 

with little to 

no care.” 

HVCO job openings 
    Harvey County has two openings 
for a full-time Dispatcher l. Applicant 
must have good typing and computer 
skills, be able to perform several tasks 
at once, and must be willing to work 
any shift including nights, weekends 
and holidays. Experience in dispatch-
ing and certified EMD preferred. Final 
applicant must pass security and back-
ground check. 
Required Education and/or Expe-
rience: High School education or 
G.E.D.; six to 12 months related ex-
perience or training; or equivalent 
combination of education and experi-
ence. 
Preferred Education and/or Ex-
perience: Associate’s degree or 
equivalent from two-year college or 
technical school; or one year to two 
years related experience and/or train-
ing; or equivalent combination of 
education and experience. 
Position closes at 5 p.m. on Oct. 14, 
2014.  

   Harvey County has a full time posi-
tion available for a Field Appraiser. 
Work involves gathering data for the 
purpose of property valuation, con-
ducting field appraisal of properties, 
assisting with research in valuation 
and appeal of property values and 
responding to public inquiries. Must 
have a current valid drivers license. 
Ability to work with public in a con-
genial and professional manner. Must 
be able to work outside in extreme 
weather conditions, hot and cold.  
Required Education and/or Expe-
rience: High School education or 
G.E.D.; six to 12 months related ex-

perience or training; or equivalent 
combination of education and experi-
ence. Successful completion of IAAO 
Courses 1 and 2 is expected during 
first year of employment.  
Preferred Education and/or Ex-
perience: Associate’s degree or 
equivalent from two-year college or 
technical school; or one to two years 
related experience and/or training; or 
equivalent combination of education 
and experience.  
Position closes at 5 p.m. on Oct. 10, 
2014. 

   Harvey County has a full-time posi-
tion for a Maintenance Worker III. 
Responsible for the unskilled and 
physical labor tasks necessary to 
perform maintenance, repair and 
construction of the parks. Drive and 
operate heavy equipment and use 
tools such as shovels, rakes, chain 
saws, etc. Gather and remove litter, 
empty trash barrels, mow and trim. 
Electrical/plumbing experience a plus. 
Must have a valid driver’s license. 
Position requires working some eve-
nings and weekends.  
Require Education and/or Expe-
rience: High School education or 
G.E.D.; one to three months related 
experience or training; or equivalent 
combination of education and experi-
ence.  
Position closes at 5 p.m. on Oct. 8, 
2014. 
Applications are available at the Har-
vey County Administration Office, 
800 N. Main St., Newton or apply 
online by going to HRePartners.com.  

 

Dispatcher 1 

Field Appraiser 

Maintenance Worker III 

Continued from pg. 1 
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