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Clerk retires, new clerk sworn 1n

By Rick Piepho

Due to the retirement of
county clerk, Joyce Truskett, |
was elected by the Republican
party and appointed by the
governor to fill her unexpired
term. | was sworn in on Dec.
22 by Judge Joe Dickinson.

I am married to Dee who
works in the Clerk of the Dis-
trict Court office and we live
in Newton. We have two
sons and five grandkids.

| was born in Topeka, but
moved a lot due to my father
being in the Air Force. | grad-
uated from Derby High
School, then went to Pittsburg
State University to earn a
bachelor of science
in technology degree
in printing manage-
ment. After gradua-
tion | worked for a
startup printing and
direct mail company
in Halstead. After
about a year the
assets of that com-
pany were pur-
chased by ACS Di-
rect Mail in
Hutchinson and |
went to work for
them to run and
manage their print-
ing and direct mail operation.
Over the years we purchased
five other printing companies
and merged their assets &
employees into our operation,
growing to about 25 employ-
ees under my supervision. As
plant manager | handled all of

l_

the day-to-day operations of
the company including super-
vising and scheduling all pro-
duction, purchasing and ac-
counting. | was also the sales-
person for a few clients, in-
cluding Harvey County.

| worked with Harvey
County clerk Margaret Wright
for a number of years before
Joyce was elected. As part of
our customer service and as a
citizen of Harvey County, |
volunteered on election nights
to help count ballots and tabu-
late results. Over the years |
became more involved, assist-
ing candidates with their cam-
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Rick Piepho and Judge Joe Dickinson make Rick’s
new role as County Clerk official.

paign materials, and became
interested in the election pro-
cess.

When | learned that deputy
county clerk Bette Rhine was
going to retire, | told Truskett
that | would be interested in
filling the position. After 25

years of driving back and
forth from Newton to
Hutchinson, | was ready for a
change. In April of 2011 |
started as deputy county
clerk/election clerk. My main
duty was elections, including
processing all voter registra-
tions, maintaining the voter
registration database and
setting up and administering
all elections in the statewide
election system called ELVIS. |
was also responsible for elec-
tronic and paper ballot pro-
gramming and production.
Since | began, we have made
many changes and improve-
ments to the election

T, rocess in Harve
= B - v

- County, new signage, a
| trailer for equipment
| delivery, more voting
| booths, electronic poll-
u books and a new web-
d! site along with social
»' media presence on
, Twitter and Facebook. |
~ designed and bU|It box-

deploy and set up the
electronic poll books
at the poll sites. We
have even started
printing all of our
own ballots, saving money for
the county. Most of the coun-
ties in Kansas still pay a lot of
money to third party vendors
to program and produce their
ballots. The deputy clerk is
statutorily required to be
able to perform all the duties

Continued on pg. 3
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“The effect was
achieved with
tools similar to
a graining kit
found at the
Harvey County
Historical

Museum.”
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False graining kits m HVCO

Kristine Schmucker, Harvey County Historical Museum

Spend time in some of
the older homes in Harvey
County and you might run
across some interesting
woodwork. A popular way
to decorate your home
during the late 1800s into
the early 1900s was known
as “graining” or “false grain-
ing.” The effect was
achieved with tools similar
to a graining kit found at
the Harvey County Histori-
cal Museum, consisting
of carved wooden
applicators. The prac-
tice of graining be-
came popular in the
United States because
it was a way to make
inexpensive wood,
such as pine, look like
more expensive, less
available wood like
oak, mahogany and
cherry. Our graining kit was
patented in 1908 by the
Ohio Varnish Company,
Cleveland, Ohio, as the
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“Original Ready-to-Use Chi
-Namel Graining Process.”
For “a little under 2 cents
per square foot” a plain
floor could become a “hard
wood floor with maple in-
laid border” or have the
effect of a natural oak
floor. The front page of the
instruction booklet ex-
plains, “anyone can apply it
— previous experience

not necessary.”

The kit in our collection,
shown above, was no doubt
ordered by someone inter-
ested in completing their
own project, not a profes-
sional grainer. There were
people, however, that were
skilled in the art and availa-
ble for hire in south central
Kansas. Newton experi-
enced a building boom in
the early to mid-1880s.

Many of the homes along
West Broadway and East
First were built during this
period. The 1885 Newton
City Directory has 19 indi-
viduals that identified
“painting” as their occupa-
tion and one woman, Mrs.
F.M. Hurlbut, who worked
with “decorative art materi-
al.” There is a separate cat-
egory in the directory for

construction. Those
painters that had skill in
graining would usually be
paid more.

At least two area men
were known for their
graining skills. Emil Kym
(1862-1918) lived in rural
Harvey County near the
Alta Mill community. He
was well known for his
work which included
wood-graining, marbleiz-
ing and even full scale
murals of the Swiss
’ mountains. The sec-
| ond was John L.
Caveny, father of ).
Franklin Caveny. John
L., along with wife,
Louisa, and two chil-
dren came to Kansas
from Pennsylvania in
the early 1870s.

About the same
time, his parents, James
and Susan, and brother,
H. Wayne Caveny, also
moved to Newton. H.
Wayne Caveny also
worked as a contract
painter. John was working
in the area as early as
1876, and the Caveny
brothers continued to
work as a painters in
Harvey County. John died
in 1920 at the age of 80.
Described as “a very use-
ful and valued citizen of
Newton,” J. L. Caveny
also served as county
clerk for several terms.

False graining enjoyed
renewed popularity in the
[970s with a renewed
interest in preserving
historic structures.
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of the county clerk, so | also
learned how to do all of the tax
and other functions of the clerk’s
office. | have attended many dif-
ferent training sessions for both
election and clerk functions. |
have completed the first two
years of the three-year Sanborn
Institute Clerk Certification pro-
gram presented by the WSU
Hugo Wall School of Urban and
Public Affairs and the Kansas
County Clerks and Election Offi-
cials Association. | am also half-
way through the |6-week Mini

MPA program at WSU. | also
worked with the Kansas Depart-
ment of Administration to revise
and refine a program for township
accounting and annual reporting
that is distributed by them for use
by all the townships in the state.

As a member of the legislative
committee in the Kansas County
Clerk’s and Election Officials As-
sociation | hope to give Harvey
County more of a voice in mat-
ters affecting us in the Kansas
Legislature.

As the new county clerk, | plan

to continue to add to the work
that Joyce Truskett and | have
begun, to make our department
and Harvey County more effi-
cient and effective. | have ap-
pointed Carmen Reimer, who
formally worked in the admin-
istration department, as the dep-
uty county clerk.

| am excited for the future of
the clerk’s office and the organi-
zation and my role as Harvey
County clerk and election offi-
cial.

Health services to collaborate

Courtesy of Prairie View, Inc.

The Pine Street Health Ser-
vices building, located at 215 S.
Pine St. in Newton, is expected
to house a trio of exciting New-
ton-based health care services
this month.

These include all services of
the Harvey County Health De-
partment and the Health Minis-
tries Clinic as well as extended
programming for Prairie View,
including the new Health Con-
nections at Prairie View. Health
Connections is a KanCare
Health Home partner helping
clients coordinate all the con-
nections they need for healthy
living.

“We are so fortunate to be
part of such a progressive com-
munity where a strategic alliance
like ours is achievable,” says
Jessie Kaye, Prairie View presi-
dent and CEO. “This is an amaz-
ing moment for all of us who
have been involved.”

Services provided in the
shared setting will include prima-
ry health and dental care, ena-
bling services, behavioral health
treatment and support, QoL
Pharmacy, public health and
wellness, and health education.

A chapel is also included in the
building’s new design.

“This building represents a
very significant milestone in our
journey to positively impact the
health of our entire community.
I’'m grateful for the many people
and groups that helped shape
this vision and make this collab-
orative project a reality,” says
Matt Schmidt, director of
Health Ministries.

Such blending of comprehen-
sive and holistic services de-
pends upon cooperation, coor-
dination and communication
between all providers involved
in the care of an individual or
family. This integrated approach
leads to better health out-
comes, improved patient satis-
faction and more efficient ad-
ministrative processes.

“Being part of the Pine Street
Health Services team will pro-
vide the Harvey County Health
Department staff broader out-
reach to serve more residents
of Harvey County,” says
Lynnette Redington, the health
department’s director. “The
greatest advantage for being
located together is an effective

referral process to assist resi-
dents to other health services.
This joint effort will enhance our
department’s current services by
being more readily accessible to
the clients of Health Ministries
Clinic and Prairie View.”

Last year Prairie View’s Board
purchased the building at 215 S.
Pine St. to bring the vision into
reality. The building had once
housed medical offices. Regier
Construction, Inc., was selected
to complete the project, and
renovations began in spring.
With generous financial support
from many individuals, founda-
tions, businesses, organizations
and churches, the renovations
have taken shape.

“It took an entire community
to get to this point. The project
was fully funded through philan-
thropic support and gifts from
individual donors,” Kaye says. A
wall in the building’s foyer recog-
nizes those who brought this
vision to reality.

Pine Street Health Services will
offer Newton and area residents
a fully integrated approach to
health care, not practiced any-
where else in the United States.
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“Il hope to
give Harvey
County more
of a voice in
matters
dffecting us.”

Rick Piepho

“Being a part
of the Pine
Street Health
Services team
will provide
the Harvey
County Health
Department
staff broader
outreach to
serve more
residents of
Harvey
County.”
Lynnette

Redington
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