
 
 

Harvey County Parks & Recreational Advisory Board 
Minutes of 

November 18, 2013 Court House Basement 
 
Members Present:    Carol Buller, Pat Jackson, Deb Cobb, Terry Gowin,  Derrick Richling,   
Zack Phillips, Jerry Vetter, Cynda Conrade, 
 
Members Absent:  Jim Lasiter 
 
Rangers Present: Kass Miller, Carol Dilts 
 
Minutes: Minutes of the October meeting were approved with minor correction.  
 
Special Guests:  County Administrator, John Walter & Kim Rowley. 
 John introduced Kim Rowley, who will be the new Harvey  County Parks Director 
effective 12/9/13.  She worked for the Des Moines County (Iowa) parks system for over 13 yrs - 
was promoted to Parks Director in 2008.  She is excited about the new position and is looking 
forward to being involved with Harvey County Parks.  All advisory board menbers introduced 
themselves.  
 
Special Use Permits:  None 
    
Park Staff Reports:   
 
Kass for East Lake:   
 Everything has been winterized - most of the campers left when the daily rate went into 
effect.  Duck blinds have been installed - insurance is in effect.  John Waltner advised that all 
permits would be issued at East Lake instead of individuals coming to court house.  A 12 yr old 
scout, working towards his Eagle Scout Badge, built a new covered Kiosk for Osage Nature 
Trail..he did a very nice job.  Still need to complete some burning.    Kass also advised he 
completed his continuing education on water conservation. 
 
Kass for Camp Hawk: 
 Preparing for winter - shelter has been very busy. 
    
Carol Dilts  forWest Park:  
 Have started doing some burning - Shelter #1 has been repainted in a more neutral color.  
The east well house has been completely insulated.  Both of these projects were done by the 
camp hosts.  On 11/13 South Central Area Parks held a meeting at West Park.  This included 
Sedgwick County, Winfield, Lake Afton.  Very informative meeting. 
 They want to extend the water lines before the scout jubilee in January.  The main 
shelter is rented 11 days in December and Deb Cobb reported she is booking for 2016.  Rental 
prices were again briefly discussed...are we charging enough??  Zach reminded the board that 
this was discussed earlier in the year and it was felt the rental price should not be increased all at 



once to avoid a back lash from returning & new customers.  Kass did comment that at the 
previously mentioned parks meeting, Harvey County charges slightly less then other parks. No 
further discusson on this matter. 
 
Committee Reports:  
 
Fishing Boating & Hunting: Fishing is slow. 
  
 Facilities Roads & Grounds - Still have some pot holes.  Kass said they had been temporarily 
filling them with mud rock - need to get road & bridge out for more permanent fix.   
 
Land Park Use & Resource Management:   All brush has been removed from horse trails.  
Still need trees t rimmed.  Some of the cross over bridges need repair, but they are solid and not 
dangerous for horses to cross.  Kass reported that the barn located at the old ranger home area 
needs to come down - some of the wood/tin could be salvaged.  It was noted by members that 
old barn wood is very popular - perhaps someone could be located that would do the tear down 
for the wood.  Kass did say he would like to use some of the material at volunteer hall..   
 
Old  Business:   None 
 
New Business:   
 Jerry Vetter commented he sat in when Kim Rowley was interviewed for the parks 
director job.  He was very excited about some of the ideas she presented during the interview. A 
couple of items that caught his attention - Offering a free camping weekend  - possibly 
contracting the mowing out intead of rangers doing it.   
 
 Kim then offered some comments: 
 *  When she toured the parks, she did not see any brochures (she was advised that we do 
have brochures) 
 *  At her previous employment, she had an Operations Supervisor that covered all the 
parks.  One person can do this job. 
 *  Kim felt from viewing the meeting, that the 3 parks did not communicate with each 
other..we are all in this together. 
 *  Felt signage was not very good in some of the areas. 
 *  Interested in seeing how the rangers operate without the authority to arrest and the fact 
that they do not carry a gun.  All the rangers at her previous assignment in Iowa went through 
training just as a deputy/police officer would do - received commission to carry gun & make 
arrests. 
 * Asked the board if they had ever had a strategy meeting - a "wish list" for what the 
board would like to see come to be at the parks. 
 * There are grants available - she would like to see the parks take advantage of them. 
 
She then asked for questions/comments from the board memberts.  Zach asked for her to present 
a plan for the future of the parks, especially socal media plans and bring them to our Januiary 
meeting. 
 Chairman Vetter asked the board members to bring a "wish list" to the January meeting 



on what we would like to see done in the future at the parks. 
 
No further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned and refreshments were enjoyed by 
everyone. 
 
   
 Next meeting:   January 13, 2014 in Court House Basement 
   
 Respectfully submitted: 
 
Pat Jackson, Secretary    
 
  


