
 Harvey County Parks Advisory Board 

Minutes – Meeting August 18, 2014 

Camp Hawk 

Members Present:  Terry Gowin, Pat Jackson,  Zack Phillips, Derrick Richling, Carolyn 
Schwab, Cynda Conrade 

Members Absent:  Libby Albers, Jim Lasiter, Greg Brenzikofer 

Staff Present:  Operations Manager, Kass Miller  

NOTE:  The meeting was not called to order until after 7:30 as we did not have a quorum.  
However, Cynda Conrade arrived and  Zack then called the meeting to order at that time. 

Minutes:  The minutes of the July meeting were approved as written. 

Operations Report – Kass Miller: 

• They have finally completed all repairs/clean  up work after storms from last year 
around East Park. 

• West Park bathrooms have never had doors that shut/locked.  Debris came into them 
through the open doors – no privacy for those using the facilities, etc.  The rangers 
have put latches on the doors where they can be shut or locked when necessary. 

• Haying has been completed at East Park.  Mark Scheffler cuts the hay – last year he 
got approximately 92 round bales, this year he doubled that to 180 round bales.  

• They have been trimming trees at East Park, especially through the horse trails.  Not 
completely done – but have made good progress. 

• Kass reported they have had court appointed volunteers who have been walking and 
picking up trash around the dam at East Park 

• The beach at West Park had very little sand remaining.  Sand has been ordered  to be 
added to this area. 

Directors Report – Kass Miller 

• Since school  has started, Derrick will no longer be working for the parks department 
part time, but has agreed to help out on weekends. 

• The applications for a Parks Director have closed & the interview process will begin 
within the next two weeks. 

• Samples were taken of the well water at Camp Hawk due to a small leak in the tank 
that was discovered.  The leak has been  repaired; the water was treated – samples 
taken & it tested okay.   

• No one resides at the residence at Camp Hawk.  Repairs are needed for occupancy 
and there are no plans to complete them at this time. 

Old Business: 



 *Bridge at West Park (36th Street)  The bridge will be repaired; not necessary to replace.  
The county has put out for bids; they received 3 – 2 came in at around $45,000.  This will be 
completed & repairs will be forthcoming.  No timeline as to when they will be done.  Kass did 
feel that the bridge being out has hurt some of the attendance at West Park; especially those 
pulling large campers.   

 * Unclaimed remains:  The commissioners approved  the proposal by Jason.  They also 
commented about the possibility of flooding in the area suggested.  Jason to look into regulations 
regarding the possibility spreading the ashes into the creek waters.  

 * Director replacement:  As stated above, applications have been closed; interviews 
should start within the next two weeks. 

New Business: 

• A grant has been presented for lake improvements at West Park.  They are just 
waiting for approval/acceptance. 

• The parks department has entered into a program with the county “A Step in The 
Clean Direction” and the  RSVP  (retired senior volunteer program) to collect 
materials from  all over the county (tires, trees, etc) at no cost.  They plan to collect 
all the metal from around the old silo at the old ranger station at East Park & sell it for 
additional funds to donate for this program.  The R.S.V.P. is trying to collect as much 
material that can be recycled as possible.   

• Kass has enrolled in an 8 week course through Fort Hays University for grant writing 
to further his knowledge in this process for future use. 

• Kass also will attend a seminar in Wichita in September “Built Environment in Out 
Doors” and will attend a break out session on “trails & outdoors”.   

Board  Member Comments: 

• Zack asked  if there had been any safety issues at the parks – Kass replied none for 
employees.  Did have a gentlemen camping at East Park that experienced a “heart 
attack” – but he is back at the park.  They just check on him from  time to time.   

• There are still no camp hosts at West Park.  Kass commented it is getting a little late 
to search for one now. 

Carolyn asked about labor day.  Kass said they are getting lots of calls about labor day.  He feels 
this labor day is going to be one of their busiest times this year in the parks.   

  

No further discussion – the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Next meeting:  September 15, 2014 – East Park** 

Respectfully submitted: 

Pat Jackson, Secretary 


