
 
 

Harvey County Parks & Recreational Advisory Board 
Minutes of 

February 10, 2014 - Camp Hawk 
 
Members Present:    Carol Buller, Pat Jackson,  Zack Phillips, Jerry Vetter, Derrick Richling, 
Cynda Conrade 
 
Members Absent:  Jim Lasiter, Terry Gowin 
 
Park Staff Present:  Parks Director, Kim Rowley & Operations Supervisor, Kass Miller  
 
Minutes of the January 2014 meeting were approved as corrected.  (Added Cynda Conrade as 
being absent) 
 
Special Use Permits: 
 
Rendezvous wrap up:  Kass - Kim 
 Had approximately 5500 registered campers – received check from scouts in the amount of 
$11,000.  This year they were allowed to use the Community Building for registration – cooking 
etc which was very much appreciated.  This gave them more parking area to use.   Kim 
commented that next year they would like to discourage the public from coming into the area – 
perhaps by having one way entrance into the park.   Very successful event with few problems.   
 
Operations Report:  Kim 
 Cindy Martindale has been hired as Customer Service Representative for Harvey County 
Parks.  She will work Tues, Wed, Thurs for a total of 24 hrs per week.  She comes with a lot of 
computer experience which will relieve Kass of some of the computer work he had been doing.   
 Kim & Kass will be interviewing for a full time maintenance worker Monday thru Friday.  
This person will do maintenance work only – they will not patrol the parks.   They have narrowed 
the applicants down to 3 possible candidates.  Not only will they interview each one, they will 
also apply practical issues such as hands on operations of equipment, etc.   
 They have 2 openings for summer help – working 500 hrs each.  This session would run 
from May to August – Monday thru Friday 7:30 to 4:00. 
 
Operations Report: Kass 
 Camp Hawk:  They have a beaver problem & so far have trapped one beaver.  It is in 
freezer & going to be used to further the parks educational series.  Kass is pretty sure there are 
more to be trapped judging from damage that has been noted.  Floor in the building has been 
stripped & sealed.   
 
 West Park:  Stripped and resealed the floor in the community building.  Bruce Hein has 
agreed to be the park host this season.  The poles have been painted and ready to be installed on 
the horse trails as soon as weather permits.   
 



 East Lake:  They have started on the remodeling of the kitchen in Volunteer Hall.  Hope 
to redo/replace the cabinets, counter tops, ceiling tiles, etc.  Hopefully this will be completed by 
our next meeting which will be at Volunteer Hall.  They continue with the burning of brush/trees 
which is an ongoing process due to the size of some of the trunks. They are in process of repainting 
the horse trail posts and will continue when weather permits.    
 
Committee Reports:  
 
Fishing, Boating & Hunting:  Kass reported that duck season is closed, but not sure when goose 
season closes. 
 
Facilities, Roads & Grounds:  Roads into parks have been plowed & we now have a snow blower 
to use. 
 
Land, Park Use & Resource Management:  Carol reported she rode the trails at East Lake – park 
staff have done a good job clearing the trails – much easier to get around.  The day she rode, she 
met up with several other riders, so they trails are being used.  
 
Old Business:  Mission Statement 
 
 Kim passed out a proposed revised version of the Harvey County Parks mission statement:  
“The Mission of Harvey County Parks is dedicated to the preservation of natural resources 
through the practice of land stewardship, education and by providing quality outdoor 
recreation opportunities” 
 
 The statement was reviewed by board members.  Derrick Richling recommended we 
remove the words “the Mission of” since the heading says “Mission Statement”.  Carol Buller 
moved, Cynda Conrade seconded that we accept the new mission statement as amended.  Motion 
carried.  Mission statement will now read “Harvey County Parks is dedicated to the 
preservation of natural resources through the practice of land stewardship, education and 
by providing quality outdoor recreation opportunities”.  
 
 Kim & Kass have been working with Justin Friesen from “KAOS” at the mall in designing 
a new park logo.  She passed out several working samples for board members to review & make 
suggestions.  After some discussion & suggestions, Kim agreed to work up some more/different 
samples to present at the next meeting.   
 
New Business: 
 
Board Applications:  Kim passed around 3 applications from people desiring to be on the 
advisory board.  Some concerns of these applicants: 
  
 *Applicant’s parents were camp hosts at East Lake and have applied this year also.  There 
was some concern that there could be a conflict of interest if applicant was on the board & 
applicant’s parents involved with East Lake. 
 



 *Two applicant’s, both West Park campers, have approached the board in the past 
regarding personal camping requests which were not approved.  It was felt they might have 
personal reasons to be on the board instead of having all 3 parks interest in mind. 
 
 It was recommended the search continue for new board members & to hold off on these 
applications.  Regarding applicant as camp hosts at East Lake, Kass has some concerns that due to 
additional work that camp hosts will be asked to do, they might not fit the position.   
 

Zack wondered if there were any other “frequent campers” that might make good hosts.  
At present, Kass could not think of anyone.  Jerry Vetter commented he might have a couple that 
would be interested in this position and be a good fit.  They were camp hosts at Marion Lake at 
one time and would be familiar with camp host duties, etc.  He will contact them to see if they 
have any interest. 
 
Camping Season: 
 
 The present camping season for seasonal passes runs from April 1 to November 15 and 
then off season rates begin.  Kim is proposing that the seasonal pass dates be the end of camping 
season, eliminating the off season camping rates.  This would eliminate patrolling of the parks 
year round; save money plus give park staff time in the off season to work on other projects.  This 
would allow the parks to be shut down completely (water, electricity, etc).  If someone wanted to 
use the parks during this off season time, this would be where the Special Use Permits would come 
into play.  Cynda asked if this would cause problems with those that have camped year round in 
the past – however, if this policy would allow the park staff more time to work on projects, it 
would be a win-win situation.  Both Kim & Kass did not feel that “good will” would be hampered 
in any way.  It is felt this policy would save money plus get more productivity from park staff.  
Zack asked how much revenue was received from camping during off season.  Kass said they 
received approximately $200 during this time.   
 Zack moved, Carol Buller seconded that the seasonal camping dates be April 1 to 
November 15 and eliminate the off season camping altogether.  No further discussion.  Motion 
carried. 
 
East Lake:   
 
 Kim reported that she and Kass have been discussing what the best use of East Lake would 
be in the future.  They had long discussion with Jessica Mounts, Fishery Biologist, regarding the 
amount of ski boats & jet skis on the lake.  Jessica felt the lake is too small for this type of activity, 
especially in the interest of safety.  Kim is proposing that we no longer allow skiers or jet skis on 
the lake & that East Lake become a “No Wake Lake”.  This would eliminate the “skiing route” 
that presently skiers use, which sometimes is not followed correctly.  She feels this proposal 
would help with fish habitat and make this a pure fishing lake.  Some comments/questions from 
board members: 
 
 *Carol Buller asked how much revenue we get from boaters.  Last year (which was a slow 
year for boating) they took in $2,616.75.  Kim said Kass looked at past good years & the amount 
was not much higher.   



 *How about losing campers that come mainly to ski/jet ski and not fish.  Kass commented 
that last year when lake was low, camping did slow down.  Derrick asked about marking off 
designated areas – Kass replied this is not allowed.  Kass also commented they get complaints 
from those that bait fish that jet skiis come too close.  Kim also commented we may lose some 
boaters, but felt this policy would attract more fishermen.  The rangers cannot give out tickets – so 
that presents a problem when trying to police the area & confront those not obeying the “route”.  
Zack asked if this was the only Harvey County lake that allowed motorized watercraft and the 
answer was yes.  Zack felt this is a big decision and asked that this discussion be tabled until next 
meeting.  This would give members time to consider this proposal and asked for the park staff to 
bring a map and have some figures regarding the boating route & revenue received.   
 
Park Fees: 
 
 Kim passed out sheets reflecting Current Season Pass Fees and Proposed Season Pass Fees.  
She asked the board to take them home and review, bringing back suggestions/comments to the 
next meeting.  To clarify the proposed fee – she eliminated some of the verbiage from the current 
fee list – felt the use of asterisks made the fee list hard to read/understand.  She noted the proposed 
sheet did not include any motorized watercraft, but this could be added back in if we continue to 
allow these at East Lake.  Derrick asked about senior rates – Kim replied there was only $1 
difference – felt a mute point – if we are going to offer senior fees, lets really give a discount.   
 The storage fees were discussed.  Both Kim & Kass commented  this can be a problem – 
storage fees are due on 1st of month – they are lucky if they are paid by the 30th.  They plan to 
have the new customer service representative mail out a statement each month in hopes this will 
aid in getting payments in a more prompt manner.   
 She again asked the board to take this information home; review – come with 
additions/suggestions/comments to the next meeting as a decision needs to be made at that time.   
 
Fee Envelope: 
 
 Kim passed out a “sample” envelope she is proposing to use to replace the present carbon 
“ticket” permit that is presently being used at the self pay stations.  The envelope had a place to 
complete the necessary information; put the fees inside & seal it.  A portion of the envelope would 
be removed and placed in windshield of vehicle.  This envelope would be used for all disciplines 
in the park.  This was received with positive response from the board members.  She hopes to 
have something definite by the next meeting.   
 
No further discussion, meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pat Jackson, Secretary  
 
 


