
 
 

Harvey County Parks & Recreational Advisory Board 
Minutes of 

January 13, 2014 - Court House Basement 
 
Members Present:    Carol Buller, Pat Jackson,  Terry Gowin,  Zack Phillips, Jerry Vetter, 
Jim Lasiter 
 
Members Absent:  Derrick Richling , Cynda Conrade 
 
Park Staff Present:  Parks Director, Kim Rowley & Operations Supervisor, Kass Miller 
 
Minutes:  Minutes of the November meeting were approved as submitted.  
 
Special Use Permits:  None - Just preparing West Park for the Trappers Rendezvous this 
coming weekend (January 18/19). 
    
Operations Report:  Parks Director, Kim Rowley 
 Now been on the job for little over one month - Held meeting with all staff 

and implemented changes/additions: 
 * The business for all 3 parks will now be handled from East Lake.  An 

office area has been prepared at East Lake & all personnel with Harvey 
County Parks will be located here.   

 *  Deb Cobb has resigned her position at West Park to take a full time 
job.  She has also resigned from the advisory board & Kim will secure a 
letter of resignation for the files. 

 * They are in the process of hiring a part time office manager to work 
around 24 hrs per week.   

 * Carol Dilts will remain part time - 24 hrs per week & be promoting 
Environmental Education, campfire programs, etc. 

 * Kass Miller has been promoted to Operations Supervisor.  He will meet 
with all staff each day; advising upcoming events & giving 
duties/instructions on what needs to be completed. 

 * They will soon advertise for a full time maintenance person - they will 
not patrol - just do maintenance work.  

 * Living year round in the parks will no longer be allowed.  A letter has 
been sent to those residing in this capacity at West Park; notifying them 
that they must vacate by November 15, 2014 (Volunteer Bruce & Camp 
Hosts Phil & Sheila).  She advised Phil & Sheila if they wished to apply 
again for Camp Hosts, to do so.  They have since left the park; Bruce still 
remains. 

 * Kim will prepare Camp Hosts applications with revisions of duties that 
are required. 

 * She advised the board that at West Park we were giving away 40 gallons 
of fuel per month.  This will cease.  There is a county vehicle for 



volunteers/camp hosts to use for business purposes only - not for personal 
use.  

 * Kim will be giving brief monthly/quarterly reports regarding expenses, 
etc at the parks rather then giving the board members a print out each 
month.  This will save on paper.  Chairman Jerry Vetter felt quarterly 
would be good - unless something out of the ordinary should happen. 

 * She gave brief year end review of the parks bottom line: East Lake, 
$46,856.28  - West Park $8,457.73 - Camp Hawk (12,000).  This due 
to roofing expenses that had not been reimbursed by the insurance 
company.  Check should be for approximately $30,000. 

 * Kim reported that revenue last year for all 3 parks was $235,711.32 
which she felt was good. 

 * 2014 Budget is $554,393 which sounds like a lot of money - but when 
you consider salaries amount to $237,384 & other capital projects, we are 
left with only $184,000 to really work with. 

 *Zach asked how 2013 compared with previous years - Kass did not have 
that information readily available but he would bring it next month. 

 *Kim advised there is a facebook page & also the Harvey County Parks 
web site has been updated. 

 
Park Reports:  Operations Supervisor, Kass Miller 
 East Lake:  Been busy with move of all parks business to East Lake 

preparing office at the shop..painting, refinishing the floors, etc.  Been 
doing some burning & clean up around the old ranger home area.  He has 
information for an individual that will pick up scrap metal around this 
area; sell it and split the cost with parks department.  The old barn needs 
to be torn down - they are hoping to find someone that will tear it down in 
exchange for the barn wood, which is in high demand.  Kass would like 
to keep some of the tin for use on projects at East Lake.  They have been 
cleaning up around the dam.  They have had 3 or 4 hunting permits for 
duck hunting.   

 
 Camp Hawk:  Not much going on - the shelter has been busy.  They have 

been having a lot of disc golf activity.  Kass also noted there is evidence 
of beavers in the lake area.  He will contact someone to trap them.  He 
also commented they are thinking of retaining carcass of some of the 
animals to be used in future education programs. 

 West Park:  They have moved this office to East Lake.  The home has 
been vacated & they are doing some work on it to prepare for tenants, if 
they do rent it out.  The bait shop will be open in the spring.  Half of the 
work has been completed on  Stone Shelter #1 and the remainder is in the 
process of being completed. 

 
Jerry Vetter asked if any decision had been made regarding contracting mowing out.  Kim 

advised they are in process of mapping out the areas that need mowing to 
determine how many acres are involved, before they proceed further. 



 
Committee Reports:  
 
Fishing Boating & Hunting:  No Report 
  
 Facilities Roads & Grounds:  Road & Bridges came out  to East Lake and put some recycle 
product on the road up to the office & around shop area.  This is a temporary solution, but has 
helped with the dust.  
 
Land Park Use & Resource Management:  Carol advised she rode the trails at East Lake - 
they are muddy - overhead trees need trimming, but will be easier to do when the trees leaf out.  
 
Old  Business:   None 
 
New Business:  
 Carol, Cynda & Pat had prepared a "wish list" for park improvements that was passed out 
to all members for review/suggestions/additions.  Kim then supplied members with 
paper/markers to put on each sheet what they felt was the most important improvement needed at 
the parks.  She advised we can apply for grants through an organization in Newton, Central 
Kansas Community Foundation -therefore we would not have to form a foundation of our own.  
So, "Friends of Harvey County Parks" was initiated.  Jerry asked if CKCF charged a fee.  Kim 
advised they charge 2% of every grant that we would get; however, you can write this amount 
into the grant, therefore covering the fee.   
 After members filled out their requests - they were placed on the wall in view & Kim 
then asked members to come & "mark" which they felt was most important - each member could 
pick out 3 requests - all the same or 3 different onces.  Then they were discussed.  The one 
receiving the most votes was taking care of removing silt from East Lake.  Kim advised she had 
been in contact with someone and there is grant money available for this purpose.  Some of the 
other notable "requests" were horse camping at East Lake; developing social media; blacktop of 
the roads; professional development for park staff. 
 She thanked members for the responses & is very excited to be working with this 
advisory group. 
 
 Kim then passed out the current Mission Statement for Harvey County Parks.  She asked 
members to give her some words that best described the Harvey County Parks.  She plans to 
rework/reword this statement perhaps using our suggestions. 
 She also wants to redo the parks logo.  At present, it appears that our parks only offer 
fishing as noted on the logo copy she passed around.  She did comment it was suggested that the 
parks department just use the county logo.  However, she felt tht Harvey County Parks should 
have their own identity of which the advisory board unanimously agreed should happen. 
 Kim advised that at the next meeting she hopes to discuss camping fees, dates of the 
camping season & making East Lake a no wake lake.  She also will email/mail all members a 
new list of members & a complete list of meeting dates for 2014.  It was noted we are short 4 
members & it was suggested we could get the word out through advertising/word of mouth, etc 
to fill these positions. 
 



 No further discussion - Terry moved, Jim seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:25.  
   
 Next meeting:   February 10,  2014 - Camp Hawk 7:00 PM 
   
 Respectfully submitted: 
 
Pat Jackson, Secretary    
 
  


