
 Harvey County Parks Advisory Board 

Minutes – Meeting July 21,2014 

West Park 

Members Present:  Terry Gowin, Pat Jackson, Jim Lasiter, Zack Phillips, Derrick Richling, 
Jerry Vetter, Carolyn Schwab,  Greg Brenzikofer 

Members Absent:  Libby Albers, Cynda Conrade 

Staff Present:  Operations Manager, Kass Miller 

Minutes:  The minutes of the June meeting were approved  as written. 

Operations Report – Kass Miller: 

• New signage has been completed  at East Lake and they look very nice.  They have 
received many complimentary comments.  They are still working on repair tables at 
East Lake; almost completed.  Working on getting the fire pits anchored down.  They 
are in process of smoothing out the roads – trimming trees at East Lake – later on will 
focus on higher, larger branches.  Angel Camp just finished – this was their 24 year.  
Had 28 girls attend, ranging from 4th to 7th grade.   

• There is a ditch northwest of the bait shop at West Park that fills with water after 
every rain.  They are trying to come up with a solution to prevent this; possibly install 
a new culvert.  Two new  hydrants were installed at West Park in the primitive areas 
south of Walnut Grove.  They have also put barricades around  them to help eliminate 
possible damage.   

• They have approved bridge repair on 36th street near entrance of West Park.  
However, no time line was proposed as to when it will be completed.  It was thought 
the bridge might have to be replaced, but after inspection, repairs will be all that is 
needed. 

Directors Report – Kass Miller 

 Jarod Guy, full time maintenance worker , no longer works for the park system.  He will 
reside in the residence at West Park until September.  This position has not been filled at this 
time.  Karen with planning & zoning will now work ½ day at planning & zoning and the other ½ 
of  the day work as customer service representative at East Lake.  The former customer service 
person that was hired worked for 1 month and then quit.   

 The commissioners have approved hiring a replacement for former director Kim Rowley 
as soon as possible.  They will advertise for around  2 weeks and then start the interview process 
at that time.   

 They are short a full time maintenance worker & full time Director. 

Old Business: 



 Bridge update – as stated  above, repairs are to be made, but no timeline as to completion 
date has been given. 

 Fish in spillway back of the dam.  Jessica was going to do the shock system after the 
water went down.  She suggested a pump be obtained to get the water down to 3 foot level.  Kass 
said they did not have a pump, but at least Jessica is aware of the situation.  

New Business: 

 Kass introduced Jason Reynolds, Harvey County Sheriff Chaplain who addressed the 
board. 

 He has become aware that there are unclaimed  remains of 3 individuals stored in a file 
cabinet at the sheriff’s office.  He is trying to come up with a solution on how to deal with these 
unclaimed remains. 

• Bury within the city limits – there would be a cost factor 
• In the last few weeks, 2 more unclaimed remains, making a total of 5 at this time. 
• He would like to find a place within one of the county parks for a “memorial garden” 

and scatter the ashes, with the Chaplain holding a small service.  
• He has visited with the sheriff and John Waltner and  wanted to bring this proposal 

before the park advisory board before approaching the commissioners. 

Kass has a spot at West Park that he is recommending for this use.  It is close to the river & out 
of the way of camper area.  This would be maintenance free for park staff as it would be 
maintained  by the chaplain.  He also wondered  about scattering ashes in the river and if there 
were any regulations regarding this practice.  Zack said he thought there might be, but he is not 
up to date on what they might be.  That would have to be investigated.  

Jason stated they know the names of 4 of the unclaimed individual remains.  He also wondered if 
we could get boy scouts to use this as a project.   He is proposing some type of marker  & Kass  
stated at present he has a couple of wooden benches that could be used.  He also stated 
information would be kept at the coroner’s office should anyone inquire in the future.   

Discussion: 

Zack asked what kind of time line Jason wanted for a decision.  He replied he would like to 
know , if possible, next month.   

Jim Lasiter thought it was a good idea.   

Carolyn commented that this would be cost effective as no containers would be required.  She 
also commented we need to keep the marker simple and not too elaborate.  Jason agreed.   

Zack questioned what if others  wanted to distribute remains at  this spot – not just unclaimed 
remains.  Kass stated John Waltner said they would cross that bridge when they came to it. 

Greg moved and Jim seconded that we accept this proposal and proceed to take it to the 
commissioners.  Motion carried.   



Board Member Comments: 

Zack asked  Kass if there were any safety issues that they have had to deal with.  Nothing at this 
time.  He also asked if there were any upcoming events.  Kass commented  only Labor Day..he 
considers that a big event!  Fireside chats are going well and very well attended.  Disc golf being 
utilized.  One of the baskets was stolen at Camp Hawk.   

Terry commented he was very excited about Kim’s plan for applying for grant funding for park 
improvements.  He  would suggest to the commissioners that  the person they choose for the 
Director position be able to continue and follow through on the work Kim had started. 

The board then  took a tour of Shelter #1 at West Park and  Kass gave information as to the 
improvements that had been  made.  It looked very nice.  He said the scouts love this building 
because it was rustic and fit into their format of camping out.   

Close to Shelter #1 is the area that Kass recommended for the Memorial Garden as presented by 
the Chaplain.  It is in the flood plain – but he was not concerned with that.  The benches would 
be chained down and it was out of the way of the camping area plus it was somewhat secluded. 

He then took us over south of Walnut Grove to the 2 areas that the water hydrants were installed.  
Will make it easier for the scout jamboree as they had to travel some distance to get water.  They 
ran the lines down the road from Walnut Grove.  Previously water lines were run along the river 
which washed out when flooding occurred.   

No further discussion – the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Next meeting August 18, 2014 at 7 pm at Camp Hawk 

Respectfully submitted: 

Pat Jackson, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 


