
 Harvey County Parks Advisory Board 

Minutes – Meeting January 12, 2015 

Camp Hawk 

Members Present:  Pat Jackson,  Zack Phillips, Derrick Richling, Carolyn Schwab, Jim Lasiter, 
Greg Brenzikofer,  Cynda Conrade 

Members Absent: Terry Gowin 

Staff Present: Parks Director, Kass Miller 

Minutes:  The minutes of the November meeting were approved as submitted. 

Operations Report – Kass Miller: 

• Preparing for trappers camp out for this weekend (Jan 16,17,18).  Been mowing & doing 
some preparation work in areas the campers like to use. 

• Doing yearly inventory 
• Cleaning up around the dam  at East Park 

Directors Report – Kass Miller 

• Lloyd is still on leave – should get an update on his condition after his next doctor 
appointment. 

• Working on a grant for playground  equipment 
• Will be advertising to get a tenant into the West Park residence.  Did have a power outage 

at the residence; one frozen  pipe, but no damage.  A breaker apparently had popped. 
• There has been a lot of interest in the Eagles at East Park.  Kass commented  he felt due 

to no hunting this year had increased  their habitation around the lake.  He liked this 
exposure for the park & felt it was very beneficial. 

Old Business: 

Still working on getting bids to replace restrooms at West Park.  Kass has met with Rod 
Nicholson at Prestress Concrete.  Kass found old drawings as a guideline hopefully to help in 
getting an estimate.  They plan to apply to Rhodes Foundation for cost assistance on this project 
plus he also commented they could get help from Prestress Concrete also. 

Wish List  Review:  Kass highlighted some of the suggestions/comments made by members at 
the November meeting regarding what they would like to see done in the future for Harvey 
County Parks. 

• Horse Camp at East Park: - $10,000 is allocated  towards this development this year.  
Priority would be to supply electrical  plus they would like to eventually add horse 
corrals. 

• Staff Professionalism & Development – Plans are in the works to attend a Kansas Master 
Naturalist Project at Hutchinson when it becomes available. 

• Park  Activities – Have started a calendar of events for 2015 – will discuss later. 



• East Park Shelter:  Would like to see a shelter house built like the one at West Park.  If 
this should come about, they would take Volunteer Hall and convert into a shop/office 
facility.  The old bait shop that is presently being used for these activities is crowded & 
this would be a good move for East Park. 

• Improve campsites:  In 2019, $80,000 has been allocated for East & West Park to convert 
campsites, which would include 50 amp service.  For the present, they continue to make 
improvements as needed  on the campsites. 

• Music jams – Last one held was not very successful due to weather, but they plan on 
continuing to have these events. 

New Business: 

 Kass  passed out a 2014 year end preliminary report for advisory members to review & 
bring back questions/comments to the next meeting.  He pointed out the cost for mowing was 
over $30,000 for all 3 parks.  He asked members to think about whether to continue to use 
outside mowing companies this year.  He did an analysis of what it would have cost if park staff 
would have mowed.  It would have been considerable less, approximately $18,000 to $20,000.  
The pros of having the park mowed by others is they can get it done in a day or two; while park 
staff is usually mowing all week to get all 3 parks done.  They have met with the mowing 
company & if it is handled this way again, they will go over what the parks department expects 
as there were areas the mowing contractors were lax in handling (trimming, picking up trash, 
etc.). 

Kass then briefly reviewed the 5 year plan for park improvements, etc.  These are proposals they 
have made that park staff would like to see accomplished. 

2015: 

• Equipment - $1,000 allocated  to replace/repair computers which are badly needed. 
• Capital Improvements:  $10,000 allocated to remove buildings & develop camp ground at 

the trailhead of the horse trails at East Park. 
• $24,000 is allocated for new shower house/storm shelter at Walnut Grove area at West 

Park. 

2016: 

• $30,000 is allocated for new playground equipment at camper’s row in East Park. 
(Possible help on this from potential grant application). 

• $18,000 allocated to tear down & rebuild main well house at West Park.  Kass 
commented he felt the present well house could be repaired which would allow some of 
this money to be used elsewhere. 

• $30,000 replace playground equipment at Willow Bend area in East Park. 

2017: 

• $10,000 to replace roof on garage & old concession stand with metal to match residence 
at West Park. 



• $18,000 asked to rebuild well house at Walnut Grove in West Park.  (This may not be 
necessary as it is in pretty good shape – could use these funds elsewhere).  **Zack 
advised Kass that rebuilding of well house (water related buildings) would require an 
engineer to sign off on the design – the cost of which may not be considered in this 
$18,000 allocation.** 

2018: 

• $20,000 asked to install 2 bathroom/shower facilities at Willow Bend beach area in East 
Park.  At present, beach users have to walk a distance to use these facilities. 

• $30,000 to replace playground equipment in Walnut Grove area at West Park. 

2019: 

• $40,000 each for West Park  & East Park to add 50 amp electrical service. 

Calendar of Events: 

In 2015, Kass would like to see some type of event being offered at one of the parks each 
weekend.  Listed below are a few of the ideas that are either already planned or being suggested 
to happen in the future.   He is proposing the events start in April & hopefully continue through 
October. 

• Plan to have an Easter egg hunt at Camp Hawk 
• Hold music jam first & third Saturdays of each  month at Lakeside Shelter in West Park. 
• Hold a crappie tournament at West Park. 
• Naturalist programs to be held 2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month. 
• Offer free camping on mother’s day weekend “take mom camping”. 
• Hold various clinics 
• Kick ball tournament 
• Host big brothers/big sisters event 
• Movie night at  East Park/West Park 
• Offer free camping on father’s day weekend “take dad  camping” 
• Hold washer shooting contest 
• Possible mud volley ball tournament (still being thought out) 
• Possible car show in the blue stem area in East Park 
• Possible haunted forest around Halloween along the horse trail in East Park 
• Also offer free camping on Halloween (if campers will allow trick or treaters to come to 

their campers. 

Kass asked for other suggestions from members. 

Derrick suggested an archery tournament 

Pat suggested a scavenger hunt on horseback. 

Board Member Comments: 



Zack asked  about the previously suggested item to chemical kill fish and restocking for a clean 
lake.  Kass advised he had not  heard any more from Jessica Mounts on this. 

Cynda commented the calendar of events could take a lot of planning/work, etc.  Kass 
commented that was why they were starting now – to get things organized,  and  felt it could be 
accomplished. 

Zack asked  about Kass doing double duty (Operations & Director).  They have hired a full time 
maintenance worker who is doing very well.  Kass said by the start of April, an Operations 
Manager should be in place. 

No further discussion.  Jim moved, Derrick seconded meeting be adjourned.   Motion carried. 

Next meeting will be February 16, 2015 at West Park 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Pat Jackson, Secretary 


