HARVEY COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING — EAST PARK

June 15, 2015

Members present: Zack Phillips, Carolyn Schwab, Jim Lasiter, Pat Jackson, Carol Buller

Members Absent: Cynda Conrade, Greg Brenzikofer

Staff Present: Parks Director, Kass Miller, Operations Supervisor, Derrick Richling

Minutes: The minutes of the May meeting were approved as submitted.

Operations Report — Derrick Richling:

West Park: The wooden dock has been out of service — it is damaged & needs repaired. They
are working on a permanent solution — possible a floating dock that would rise & fall with water
depth.

The bait shop is up and going — with regular hours.

Scouts came out and cleaned up a lot of debris — they hauled away 6 to 7 truckloads. They also
completed the landscaping around the flag pole. Looks very nice.

Had fishing future event that Stu Scott held. There were a lot of fish caught- about 8 kids
participated & a lot of adults. A portion of Stu’s instructing is on general fishing guidelines (how
to handle a fish, types of poles, types of bait, etc., & then they get to fish & try what they have
learned.

They have had some problems with vandalism of geese/goslings — injuries plus goslings going
missing. Thought perhaps was weather related — but since the media got involved, the problem
has ended, as of this meeting anyway.

Problem with 4 wheelers — Carol has spent a good deal of time watching this activity (not
adhering to rules of the park, etc). Board recommended Kass keep us informed.

East Lake: Had the CAST event about 38 kids registered & a lot of troopers attended to help. A
couple of TV stations came out to film the event & it was broadcast on the evening news.

Held Movie under the Stars — good turnout & weather was great.

Also held a fireside chat that evening

Camping is picking up. However, with the rain & flooding — that will slow down until water
recedes.

Camp Hawk: “Upward Bound” group thru K-State looking for a community service project; plan
to come out a weekend in June to work & haul away debris.

General Comments: All shelters continue to be rented & they have started routine mowing;
however, due to flooding, etc — that will be delayed until water recedes.

Directors Report — Kass Miller:

The past Saturday (6/13) was one of the busiest Saturdays they have had at all the parks.
All three parks had weddings scheduled. At West Park, all 3 shelters were rented by a wedding
party all weekend.



They had a motorcycle group hold a large meeting at East Lake. Also group called Gift of Life
held a meeting all weekend.

PETA has offered a reward to anyone who gives information on individual(s) that are found to
be harming the geese.

Harvey County Parks has about 1000 followers on Facebook & they are from all over the world;
not just in the State of Kansas.

Flooding at East Lake — RV was under water & the occupants had to be rescued. Kass advised
the board that they were warned well in advance of the water rising (around 2:30 AM).
Campers near them moved to high ground; but they chose not to move. The RV & their car
were still in the water at this meeting date & will be until such time as water recedes & they can
be pulled out.

Old Business:

Budget: Kass advised that the budget has been presented to the commissioners, but he has not
had any feedback from them yet. He did state they had asked for a pretty large item in the 5
year plan which was to do some work on the road around East Lake to cut down on dust.

The tractor at West Park is “dead”. He has asked for a replacement in this 2016 budget. The
budget is to be publicized July 20, 2015.

New Business:

Board Application: Kass presented an application from Brandon Will for membership on the
advisory board. Zack stated he recommended he apply — he works for the environmental
department of Westar Energy. Carol Buller moved that we recommend to the commissioners
that this application be accepted. Carolyn Schwab seconded. Motion carried.

Geese injuries at West Park: This was discussed previously in the Operations Report. They will
continue to monitor this situation. Feel it is human intervention; but media exposure seems to
have helped curtail some of this activity.

Contact Updates: Kass passed around a list of advisory board members & asked for any
update/changes on contact information. He will get an updated copy to all members at the next
meeting.

4 Wheeler at West Park: Zack asked Kass to keep the board advised of this situation if it
continues to be a problem the board needs to address.

Board Member Comments:

Zack commented we need to recruit additional members to our board & asked present
members to search for individuals to apply.

Jim asked if any decision had been made concerning the water landing of radio controlled
airplanes at East Lake. Kass commented not at this time — but trying to make contact with the
individuals involved for some type of schedule so they can apply for a special use permit.

No further business to discuss, meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.

Next meeting will be July 20, 2015 at Camp Hawk.

Respectfully, Pat Jackson Secretary.



