
HARVEY COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING – EAST PARK 

MARCH 16, 2015 

 

Members present:  Zack Phillips, Derrick Richling, Carolyn Schwab, Jim Lasiter, Terry Gowin, Pat Jackson 

Members Absent:  Cynda Conrade, Greg Brenzikofer 

Staff Present:  Parks Director, Kass Miller 

Minutes:  Carolyn moved, Jim seconded that the February minutes be approved as submitted.  Motion 
carried. 

Operations Report – Kass Miller: 

• Have been burning hay fields. 
• Working on eliminating gophers at West Park 
• Have poured pads for picnic tables.  They have had 9 fire pits stolen – working on replacing 

them and anchoring them better. 
• Working on plans for the Easter Egg Hunt – they have received a lot of support from 

community & have some good sponsors. 

Directors Report – Kass Miller: 

• Have been advertising for a full time maintenance employee to replace Lloyd Stoddard who 
will retire effective 4/1/15. 

• Been doing a lot of leg work on the Calendar of Events for Harvey County Parks.  Making up 
a tri-fold brochure/calendar to be given out – pass out to individuals buying permits; at the 
fireside chats, etc.  Would like to eliminate postage, but would have the ability to mail if 
necessary.   

• Have written a grant to Walmart in hopes of them becoming a key sponsor for the parks 
during the summer. 

• Still working on playground grant – lot of information involved. 
• Will be hiring seasonal help – 1 full time maintenance worker & 2 part time employees for 

the bait shop. 
• Working on clean up at the Horse Trail head in preparation of beginning to complete 

camping/parking area.   

Old Business: 

 *Mowing – Kass passed out a comparison sheet projected mowing cost for this year (done by 
staff) using 2013 costs as a guide.  That cost would be approximately $33,000 (this would include 
$10,000 to purchase a new mower) The cost of having mowing done by an outside venue for 2014 was 
approximately $34,000. (A copy of this breakdown is attached to the minutes).  Kass advised, based on 
these figures, he presented this to the commissioners & they are going to bid out the mowing again this 



year.  The request for bids will be sent to 4 or 5 companies plus be posted in the paper.  Kass 
commented if bids come in too high, do not have to accept them. 

 * Memorial Garden Update:  Kass has visited with Lloyd who has been at West Park for over 25 
years regarding the area the board had previously looked at & thought the memorial area could be set 
up there (close to the river).  Lloyd strongly advised against it – said that area could flood at least 1 to 2 
times a year.  Kass said they have since located an area near the Osage Nature Trail that should work 
nicely.  It will be set back from the paved walk way along the nature trail.  They plan to install a sitting 
bench & boulders to give a natural look to the area.  Completion is set for the end of June.  They will 
have a dedication ceremony when it is completed.  A grant is being written to help with the funding.  It 
is noted that the parks department will not be responsible for any funds for this project – just supply 
labor.  The Sheriff’s Department will be responsible for costs involved plus they will supply names of the 
deceased for the memorial.   

New Business – Kass: 

 *Xeriscaping grant:  A grant was received from South Central Kansas Prosperity Plan in the 
amount of $1,000. These funds will be used for the purchase of drought resistant plants/trees for our 
area.  Plants/trees will be purchased from Dyck Arboretum & Stone Creek Nursery.   They will be planted 
at the entrance of East Park & around the flag pole at West Park.   

Board Member Comments: 

 *Pat thanked Terry for filling in for her at the February meeting & taking the minutes. 

 *Zack asked about fishing – Kass commented it is very slow.  Said at West Park, those fishing out 
of lake not catching anything – but those fishing the river have.   

 *Kass commented due to budget restraints, he has cut back on the stocking of fish this year – 
there will be 1 full stocking & 2 half stockings.  Zack asked how that compares to stocking 5 years ago did 
– Kass replied there were probably 4 full stockings.  They are also not feeding the fish as in the past due 
to cost.  Jim suggested they could use large bucket – fill ½ with water ½ with soy beans & use that to 
feed.   Zack asked about habitat improvement – how could we improve.  Kass replied that there is good 
habitat at East Park – to add anymore not possible unless they would eliminate recreational boating.  

 *Terry asked what is being done to keep zebra mussels from the lake.  Lakes all around have this 
problem.  Kass commented they just try and educate the public – they try, but don’t always get it done, 
to check boats before they are put in water.  It could also be a possibility that the shore area is not as 
attractive to the mussels.  Jim stated he thought if they were on a boat, it would have to remain out of 
the water for around 10 days before they would die.   

No further business to discuss, Terry moved, Jim seconded meeting adjourn.  Meeting was adjourned at 
8:15 PM. 

 

Respectfully, Pat Jackson Secretary. 


