
HARVEY COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING – WEST PARK 

May 18, 2015 

Members present:  Zack Phillips, Derrick Richling, Carolyn Schwab, Jim Lasiter, Pat Jackson, Cynda 
Conrade,  

Members Absent:  Greg Brenzikofer (Terry Gowin resigned per Director Kass Miller) 

Staff Present:  Parks Director, Kass Miller 

Guests:  Tom Laswell, George Moland & Mike Williams, Members of the Newton  Area  Radio Control 
Club (part of Academy of Model Aeronautics). 

Minutes:  The minutes for the April meeting were approved with minor corrections. 

Kass introduced the guests  representing  a radio-remote control club for remote controlled aircraft.  
They are seeking a water landing place at East Lake to fly their airplanes.  Kass had toured East Lake with 
member, Joe Owen and felt they found a suitable site for this activity at Walton’s Landing.  Joe could not 
be at the meeting, & Tom Laswell made the proposal. 

*Tom Laswell:  The club would like a place to fly & land their planes at East Lake.  They had 
flown there up until 5 years ago.  They do not fly on weekends; only during the week.  The have about 
30 members, with only 5 at this time that operate float planes.  They have rules & insurance (which he 
passed around to members present).   Tom also advised that at present the have an agreement with the 
City of Newton for an area on SW 14th that they use for their remote control activities.  They do not pay 
a fee – they just agree to maintain the area to use.  

*Kass read a portion of park policy stating that any type of remote control  item  must either 
have a special use permit or make a change to this policy which could take some time as it must be 
posted in the newspaper 3 different times.  Kass also stated that all water ways must be kept open for 
fishing.   

*Zack asked why we could not just issue a special use permit and not go to the trouble of 
changing a policy since this option is given.    Kass commented this approval would require a 
recommendation from the advisory board to the commissioners.   

*General discussion – all members of the advisory board felt this was a win-win situation for 
more activity in the park.  Kass stressed there might be a need to set special days/times for this activity. 

 Jim moved & Carolyn seconded that the advisory board support  the request  from the 
Newton Area Radio Control Club to secure a special use permit allowing use of the area at Walton’s 
Landing for flying & water landing of their remote controlled aircraft.  No further discussion.  Motion 
carried. 

Operations Report – Kass Miller: 

• East Lake flooded during the recent rains.  They had one heavily damaged camper & 1 did get 
pulled out before it was flooded out.  They did some evacuating from the camping area also. 



• Mowing has started – they have done 2 full cycles at each park. 

Directors Report – Kass Miller: 

•  West Park bait shop opened May 6th.  They are averaging around 35 hrs a week. 

Old Business: 

• Kass introduced the new Operations Supervisor, Derrick Richling.  Derrick is presently a member 
of the advisory board & will resign that positon.  He will start this new job on May 22nd. 

• New bait shop employee is Adaen Navarro.  She is a student at Hutchinson Community College 
and is doing a good job.  She already stated she wants to come back next year to work. 

• Xeri-scaping is proceeding at East Park – they have all the plants picked up.  They found a 1938 
Manure spreader in among some trees & have used that as part of the landscaping.  They are 
also using some old lime stone posts.  This will be at the main entrance into the office area at 
East Park. 

New  Business: 

• Carol Buller has submitted an application to become a member of the advisory board.  Carol 
served a full 9 yr term on the board & has been off the required 1 year.    All present members 
agreed to accept Carol’s application and welcomed her back. 

• Election of Officers:  Present officers are Zack Phillips, Chairman, Cynda Conrade, Vice Chairman 
& Pat Jackson, Secretary.  Zack called for nominations from the floor .  Jim moved that all the 
present officers be retained for the 2015-2016 season.  Carolyn seconded.   No discussion.  
Motion carried.  

Board Member Comments: 

• With Carol coming on board; Terry resigning & Derrick taking the Operations Supervisor & the 
possibility of Greg not continuing, we are down to 6 members.  Zack stressed that each member 
try and recruit some people to sit on the board.  Kass has posted on social media about the need 
for members & will continue to do so.   

• Jim mentioned how nice the brochure/calendar that the staff had made up.  Jim & Pat asked for 
some extra copies to pass out to people they come in contact with. 

• Zack suggested we send a thank you letter to the Rhodes Foundation for help they have given 
the parks.  Kass commented they have asked this foundation for financial assistance of the 
restroom project at West Park & felt the letter could be sent at a later date. 

• Kass commented that they sent out thank you letters to all the sponsors for the Easter Egg Hunt. 
• Carolyn asked about the east end of the Osage Nature Trail – some of the trees have grown into 

the cable, etc.  around the parking area.   Kass advised they plan to trim these back.  They hope 
to do some burning if it is not too late. 

No further discucsion, Cynda moved, Jim seconded that meeting be adjourned.  Meeting adjourned at 
8:00 PM 

Respectfully, 

Pat Jackson, Secretary.  (next meeting Monday, June 15th at East Park)  


