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UPCOMING
DATES

Courthouse
closed:

Jan. I, 8 am. -5 p.m.

Jan. 21, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Feb. 18,8 am. -5 p.m.
March 29, 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Marge Roberson
Farewell Party

Harvey County Courthouse
Community Room
3:00 - 4:30 p.m.

End of CivicPlus

website contest:
Jan. 11
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Tactical dispatch team traimed

By Don Gruver

During a large incident or dis-
aster, a leadership structure
comes into play to provide com-
mand and control and helps to
make the management of the
incident much easier.

The one aspect
that ties the entire
response together
and helps it function
efficiently is planned
and organized com-
munications.

Several Harvey
County employees
have recently been
trained to respond
to such incidents
and provide vital
communications
support. 9-1-1 di-
rector Courtney
Becker and assis-
tant director Don
Gruver have taken
the United States
Department of
Homeland Security
Communications Unit Leader
(COML) course.

The COML, under the Logistics
Section Chief of the Command
Staff, provides the detailed com-
munications plan for the incident;
tying responders together into
the necessary radio nets utilizing
available radio resources. This
requires coordination with local
dispatch centers and public safety
leaders as well as a detailed
knowledge of radio systems and
communications resources availa-
ble to the incident.

In addition, the COML may
oversee the tracking and distribu-
tion of radio equipment as well as
management of incident radio

Don Gruver, assistant 9-1-1
director, was recently
trained as an Incident

Communications Technician

dispatchers.

Gruver and dispatchers Darren
Ryan and Brody Flavin went a
step further and became trained
as Incident Communications
Technicians (COMT). This posi-
tion supports
the COML by
providing a
technician level
knowledge of
radio systems,
as well as the
knowledge and
expertise to
program radi-
os, make emer-
gency repairs
to communica-
tions systems
and set up

basic tele-
phone and
computer
network sys-
tems for a
command
post.

Each class was a week long and
taught by DHS experts from
California and Texas with many
years of experience with earth-
quakes, wildfires, hurricanes and
other disasters.

The Harvey County staff is a
part of a large cadre of trained
COMLs and COMTs that stand
ready to respond, whether in-
state or out of state.

Recently the Kansas contingent
had the opportunity to respond
to the Missouri River flooding in
northeast Kansas and Hurricane
Sandy recovery in New York. In
both instances calls for help were
received at the state level, and
preparations were being made

WINTER 2013

for Harvey
County staff
to respond
when the
requests were filled from other
areas. As part of a statewide
organization effort, plans have
been enacted to speed up the
request and authorization pro-
cess at the state and local level
so needed personnel can be de-
ployed in a timely manner.

But this training and expertise
has local benefits as well.

Recently a drug investigation
led to the serving of multiple
simultaneous search warrants in
Newton. This necessitated the
use of five Tactical (SWAT)
teams from across south-central
Kansas; none of the outside
groups use the same radio chan-
nels as Harvey County.

Director Becker met with the
team leaders and developed a
detailed communication plan that
provided support for all five
teams, the command staff and
outer perimeter units as well as
9-1-1 dispatch. Becker, Gruver,
Ryan, Flavin and Molly Redinger
assisted the teams in setting their
radios on the proper channels,
testing the networks, setting up
the command post and logging
transmissions from multiple chan-
nels as the incident unfolded. The
operation went off flawlessly.

The Harvey County Tactical
Dispatch team has become
known around the state for its
capabilities and knowledge. They
have been asked to teach other
agencies how to use dispatchers
in a field command post. Harvey
County is fortunate to have such
a valuable and respected re-
source within its employees.
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An extraordinary gathering
welcomes more than 4,000 boy
scouts and friends to Harvey
County West Park every Janu-
ary.

This year, Jan. 18-20, the 36th
Annual Trappers’ Rendezvous
will attract scouts from the
Midwest for a rousing weekend
of winter fun.

For more than three decades,
Boy Scouts have met in Kansas,
rain or shine, for the annual
Trappers’ Rendezvous.

The first Trappers’ Rendez-
vous started with only a little
more than a hundred scouts. It
has since

grown toa
“Mountain man major event
that, last year, A
James Beckworth drew more
than 6,000
described the youth and
adults.
tiviti The tradi-
festivities as a scene tion of the
s rendezvous
of “mirth, songs, was started

by General William Ashley’s
men of the Rocky Mountain Fur
company in 1825. Mountain man
James Beckworth described the
festivities as a scene of “mirth,
songs, dancing, shouting, trad-
ing, running, jJumping, singing,
racing, target shooting and
yarns, with all sorts of extrava-
gances that mountain
men, trappers and
native Americans
could invent.”

Following in the
tradition of the moun-
tain men and trappers
of the early 1800s,
scouts and scouters
gather one weekend
every January to rec-
reate life as mountain
men and trappers of
the early 1800s.

Thousands of
scouts set up camp
and it’s all about tradi-
tion, even in the dead
of winter.

dancing, shouting ...

with all sorts of
extravagances that
mountain men,
trappers and native
Americans could

invent.”
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There are a few guide-
lines. First and foremost,
if you want to stay
warm, keep moving.
There are plenty of ac-
tivities that keep the
scout hopping from one
thing to the next.

Scouts enjoy outdoor
activities like tomahawk
throws, black powder
shooting and some par-
ticipants set up primitive
camps for scouts to observe.

This year, participants will
bring trading goods like furs,
antlers, beads, handmade items
and other
trinkets.

Through-

weekend,
several
| “Mystery
Mountain
Men” join the
rendezvous
action. The
mountain
men portray a famous trapper
of the past and hand out to-
kens to scouts who find them.
Scouts try to find all the
mountain men to collect the
complete set of tokens and
win prizes.

Following traditions set in
1825, these boy scouts are

"Rendezvous attracts thousands

serious about the annual Trap-
pers’ Rendezvous. Scouts do
everything from learn to start
fires and build shelter to shop-
ping, mountain man style.

Most importantly, leaders
say they want scouts to trade
in their fears for a chance to
see just how strong they can
be.

Bartering for goods is just
one of the many different ways
event organizers set out to
teach scouts about history.
The kids get the chance to
travel back to the 1800s to a
simpler time when tools were
crafted by hand and meals
were made with whatever was
available.

Each year, Harvey County has
the opportunity to welcome
these guests to our park. The
growth of the event is a testa-
ment to the organization and
quality of its offerings.

Join us as we
say farewell to

Commissioner

Marge
Roberson

Friday, January 11th
3:00-4:30 p.m.

Harvey County
Courthouse

800 N. Main St.
Community Room
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HVCO finalist for website makeover

Harvey County is pleased to
announce that we are finalists for
the CivicPlus “Extreme Website
Makeover 2012” contest. CivicPlus
is the leading provider of govern-
ment website and community en-
gagement software, and is in its 0™
edition of the contest.

“We continue to look for ways
to make our local government
more transparent and better con-
nected to our citizens,” said Harvey

County Administrator John Waltner.
“This website makeover would be a
significant step for us.”

This year, citizen participation and
involvement will be a factor in deter-
mining the grand prize winners, so
we would like to encourage citizens
and employees to go to http://bit.ly/
SrtljE to nominate our community
for a chance to win a free, interactive
website.

A new CivicPlus website will serve

as a beneficial tool for the entire
community. Citizens can stay
up-to-date on important news and
events, learn more about local
government from enhanced trans-
parency and increase engagement.

Finalists will have from Nov. 28,
until 5 p.m. Jan. || to gain as much
citizen feedback and support as
possible. Winners will be notified
Jan. 21.

Harvey’s history: W.H. Prouty

By Jane Jones, Harvey County Historical Museum

“This is the roughest county | ever
saw. We are close under Lookout
Mountain. | can see Rebs camped all
around us on the
South and East. We
can see their can-
non on the top of
the mountain ...
We are so close to
them they can’t get
their guns down to
bore on us. Their
shells all go over
our camp ... | can
hardly discern the
line between the
armies they are so
close together ...
They have com-
menced shelling
again and | must go
see them.”

“Dear Friends: ...
| had to walk 20
miles over the
mountains to get
here. | left cars at
the end of the
railroad and start-
ed up a mountain.
After | had
marched about five miles | found a
blind horse feeding by the road and |
tied my canteen strap around his
neck and put my baggage on him and
led him clear through, | fed him well
and let him go. | shall remember him
in my prayers.”

These quotes are from two of the
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W.H. Prouty provided 27
letters and artifacts
archived in the Harvey
County Historical Museum

27 letters in the W.H. Prouty Civil
War letters collection at the Harvey
County Historical Museum & Ar-
chives. Through letters
and diaries such as these,
we receive important
and fascinating insights
* into the life of a Civil
War soldier. Many such
men brought their fami-
lies to Kansas following
the war, settling locally
and establishing early
towns in Harvey County.
William H. Prouty
came from Labette
County, Kansas, in 1871
to join his extended
family in Harvey County.
William, his father Amos
and his brother John
were all Civil War veter-
| ans. From their home
near New Boston, Mer-
cer County, Il the
Proutys joined Company
G of the 27* lllinois.
W.H. Prouty joined the
Company in August,
1862, and went to Ten-
nessee. He participated
in the battles of Lookout Mountain,
Mission Ridge, and the campaign for
Atlanta. At the Battle of Franklin on
Nov. 30, 1864, he was on an ad-
vanced line which was overrun by a
Rebel charge. He was made a pris-
oner and forced to bury the Rebel
dead after the battle. Prouty was

taken from there to Andersonville
Prison where he was confined as
prisoner of war until April 6, 1865.

Other Civil War items from the
W.H. Prouty collection include a
Civil War diary, a poster with
names of the men in Co. G, and a
print entitled “Let Us Forgive. But
Not Forget” by Felix LaBaume.
This last poster is a shocking re-
minder of the conditions in Ander-
sonville, drawn by LaBaume when
he was a prisoner between Ju-
ly,1864, and April,1865.
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CIVICPLUS

HELPING COMMUNITIES ENGAGE & INTERACT

|
| CivicPlus, a

| company
I located in
Manhattan,

| chose Harvey
| County as a
contest

finalist.

The
Andersonville
prison poster
is a shocking
reminder of
the conditions

for prisoners
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January
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
7 8 9 10 11 12
Commission Meeting Marge Roberson
Breastfeeding Ed. & Farewell 3 - 4:30 p.m.
Support 4 p.m. CivicPlus contest ends

6
20

21 22 23 24 25 26
Trapper’s Rendezvous Courthouse Closed Commission Meeting

Fe!ruary

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

6 7

4 5
Commission Meeting
Breastfeeding Ed. &
Support 4 p.m.

I mI

18 19 20 21

Courthouse Closed Commission Meeting

M !

17

22 23
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

3 4 5 6 7

Commission Meeting

19 20 21 22 23

17 18
Commission Meeting
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