
      MINUTES 
           HARVEY COUNTY 

                  LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE (LEPC) 
                  Law Enforcement Training Center 

                                           120 E. 7th, Newton, KS 67114 
                                     June 14th, 2017  

                     9:00 a.m. 
 

Present: Pam Kvas, Gary Denny, Skip Cowan, Eric Murphy, Rachel Corn, Christy Million, Brian Palmer, Doug Lloyd, 
Dan Bronson, Kyle McCaskey, Ron Krehbiel, Jennifer Burns, Marianne Eichelberger, Molly Redinger, 
Anthony Swartzendruber, Robert Carlton, Scott Metzler, Lynette Redington, Chad Gay, Russ Buller, 
Shawn Chapman, Patrick McClelland, Scott Hollis, Ken Cook 

 

1. Chair Pam Kvas called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   

2. Chair Pam Kvas asked for a motion to approve April 12, 2017 minutes. Marianne Eichelberger made the motion 
seconded by Russ BUller, minutes approved. Chair Pam Kvas asked for a motion to approve the June 14, 2017 
agenda. Scott Metzler made the motion seconded by Eric Murphy, agenda was approved. 

3. New Business 

 
a. Ken Cook with the National Weather Service: Ken is the Chief Meteorologist with NWS (National Weather 

Service) out of Wichita. Ken has been with the NWS for 24 years. The NWS serves 26 counties, has 23 staff 
members, 18 meteorologists, and provides forecast, warnings, aviation information, fire support and hazmat. 
The NWS provides weather support for events. NWS is active on Social Media, they have Facebook, Twitter, 
Email (weather.gov), NWS Chat, and Broadcast Network. The NWS alerts the public in watches and warnings 
however, they do rely on the public and trained storm spotters to alert them to what they see. The Grassland 
Fire Danger Index started about 10 years ago. Under the NWS page there is a tab for the Grassland Fire 
Danger Index. This shows wind, relative humidity, temperature, low, moderate, high, very high, extreme and 
catastrophic categories. Ken gave some historical weather facts about Newton. In 1980 Newton had the 
hottest monthly temperatures. He gave historical numbers for years with longest number of hot and cold 
days. Ken showed charts for rainfall and snowfall highs and lows. Kansas is right in the bull’s eye for 
tornados. Ken said this is from air coming off the mountains and down into the flat valley of Kansas. Kansas 
has the highest number of Tornadoes in the country. There have been 48 significant tornado events in 
Kansas from 1950-2016. Harvey Co. has had 5 EF3 events with 1 death and 55 injured in that time frame. 1 
½ inch hail or larger Harvey Co. has had 79 events, 130 events of 58 MPH winds or higher. Averages of 59 
tornado events a year happen in Kansas. There are a group of volunteers across the country who report rain, 
hail, and snowfall for the NWS. There is a website www.cocorahs.org to participate or for more information. 
Ken said there are several participants in the Harvey Co. area. Ken explained under the NWS page there is an 
Activity Planner. An individual can put in a desired temp, humidity, wind etc.. and the Activity Planner will 
show you what days will be within the parameter you were looking for. Counties and businesses can become 
a “Weather Ready Nation” to sign up or for more information visit the NWS site and under Information select 
StormReady. Being StormReady is saying my county or my business is committed to providing weather 
conditions and alerts to the community. There are only 8 counties in the SC Region that are StormReady and 
Harvey Co. is one of them.  

b. Bryan Ellis ICS/EOC Interface: Bryan explained the need for ICS and EOC interface is to develop coordination 
and policies between the ICS personnel and the EOC personnel. Areas to develop are Communications, 
SOP’S, Resource Management, Training, Experienced Personnel, and a Common Operating picture. Bryan 
reviewed what ICS is. He explained the ICS can be used in many capacities, any type, scope and complexity 
from major incidents to smaller vehicle accidents, school events, ball games. Bryan talked about Incident 
Management roles, Incident Commander roles and Senior Officials in an EOC and everyone working together. 
The next step up from ICP and EOC is an Incident Management Team (IMT). An IMT is not there to take over 
an incident but to provide support and to help transition management functions of command and general 
staff. IMT is used for all types of incidents LEO, Fire, and EMS events. An EOC provides coordination, 
communication, and recourses dispatched and tracking, also information collections. The benefits of an EOC 
are common operating picture, simplify information, and facilitate long term operations, increased continuity, 

http://www.cocorahs.org/
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aide’s resource identification and use. PIO and JIC (Joint information Center) work with both EOC and ICP. All 
this is really about how we all work together to accomplish the same goal.  

4. Next meeting will be August 8 , 2017 @ 9:00am 

5. Scott Metzler made a motion seconded by Shawn Chapman to adjourn. Chair Pam Kvas called the meeting 
adjourned. 


