
MINUTES OF 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

CANVASS OF AUGUST 2 PRIMARY ELECTION 

August 8, 2016 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in special session to canvass the August 2 Primary 

Election on August 8, 2016.  All three commissioners were present.  Chairman Westfall called the 

meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Rick Piepho, Election Officer, reviewed the primary election.  Harvey County has 21,070 registered 

voters and 6,561 cast ballots in the Primary Election, representing a 31.14% turnout. There were 1,398 

total advance voters (453 by mail and 945 early voters). There were 737 advance by mail ballots sent 

including 27 UOCAVA ballots sent, of which 12 were returned.   Rick reported that the turnout was 

higher than other past primary elections and higher than expected with turnout probably driven by the 

contested race for Sheriff.  He also reported that the election went smoothly. He displayed the new 

election results website and showed the levels of detail that are available to visitors. 

 

The Election Office received 117 provisional ballots which are included in this canvass.   

 

Sixty provisional ballots were presented for voters who moved within the county but did not change 

their voter registration.  Commissioner Hague made a motion to approve the 60 ballots for counting.  

Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.     

 

Fourteen provisional ballots were presented for voters who changed their name by marriage but did not 

change their voter registration.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the 14 ballots for 

counting.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

Five provisional ballots were presented for voters who changed their name and moved within the 

county but did not change their voter registration.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve 

the 5 ballots for counting.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

Ten provisional ballots were presented for voters who were sent an advanced ballot by mail and did 

not return the ballots to the election office.  They went to the poll on Election Day and were required 

to vote a provisional ballot.  The election office verified that the mailed ballots were not returned.    

Commissioner Hague made a motion to approve the 10 ballots for counting.  Commissioner Krehbiel 

seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

One provisional ballot was presented for a voter who voted provisional because of a clerical office 

error.  The registrant was incorrectly marked as deceased in the Election Voter Information System.  

Commissioner Hague made a motion to approve the 1 ballot for counting.  Commissioner Krehbiel 

seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

 

One provisional ballot was presented for a voter who was not listed in the pollbooks due to lack of 

citizenship documentation. The voter provided citizenship documentation after the pollbooks were 

prepared but prior to the deadline.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the 1 ballot for 

counting.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.     
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One provisional ballot was presented for a voter whose voter registration was incomplete because they 

did not provide proof of citizenship, but the voter registered at the DMV.  A recent court ruling 

exempts DMV registrants from the Kansas law requiring proof of citizenship documentation and a 

separate court ruling requires that their complete ballot be counted. Commissioner Krehbiel made a 

motion to approve the 1 ballot for counting.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was 

passed unanimously.     

 

One provisional ballot was presented for a voter who moved within the county but did not change their 

voter registration.  The ballot voted was incorrect because the voter was at the incorrect poll site.  

Therefore the ballot should be only partially counted with just the identical races on both ballot styles 

counted.  Commissioner Hague made a motion to partially count the 1 ballot.  Commissioner Krehbiel 

seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

Three provisional ballots were presented for voters whose voter registration was incomplete because 

they did not provide proof of citizenship prior to the midnight on August 1 deadline.  Commissioner 

Hague made a motion to not count the 3 ballots.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it 

was passed unanimously.     

 

One provisional ballot was presented for a voter who went to their poll site on Election Day but was 

listed in the pollbook as having voted early during the in-person advance voting period. The election 

office confirmed that the voter did vote during the in-person advance voting period. Commissioner 

Krehbiel made a motion to not count the 1 ballot.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it 

was passed unanimously. 

 

Two provisional ballots were presented for voters who received a ballot for the wrong political party 

because of poll worker error or voter insistence.  Commissioner Hague made a motion to not count the 

2 ballots.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

Eighteen provisional ballots were presented for voters not registered in Harvey County.   

Commissioner Hague made a motion to not count the 18 ballots.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded 

the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

Ninety-three approved ballots were counted and added to the Election Day results, 24 ballots were not 

counted. 

 

Rick reported that the final turnout percentage for the county increased to 31.58% with 6,654 total 

ballots cast (5,512 Republican & 1,143 Democratic). 

 

Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to certify the final results of the August 2 Primary Election.  

Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Final results are attached 

and will be posted on the website. 

 

The election canvass was adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
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