
MINUTES OF 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

December 12, 2016 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on December 12, 2016 with all 

three commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

There were no items added to the agenda. 

     

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Hague is scheduled to attend the Council of Governments meeting on 

Wednesday, December 14. 

2. Commissioner Westfall suggested that the December 27 commission meeting be 

cancelled. The commissioners and administration discussed the upcoming agenda items 

and agreed to cancel the meeting unless there is urgent business to conduct. 

 

Minutes of the December 5 Commission regular meeting were approved upon a motion by 

Commissioner Hague, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 
1. John Waltner, Administrator, distributed copies of the current salaries of elected 

officials with the suggestion that the commissioners review it in preparation for the 

2017 elected official’s salary resolution to be presented in early January. He stated that 

salary increases for all elected officials are included in the 2017 budget, but the salary 

for the newly elected Sheriff needs to be determined. All of the county officials elected 

in the November 8, 2016 election will be sworn in on January 9. 

2. John presented a copy of a letter from Tom Morey, DWR-Floodplain Management 

Program Coordinator, regarding the violations of local and state floodplain 

management requirements on the Ronald Decker property, 1600 S Halstead Rd. The 

letter states that the violations will need to be corrected or the county may be placed on 

probation which will result in a $50.00 surcharge on all flood insurance premiums and 

the county could be suspended from the National Flood Insurance Program which 

would mean that flood insurance would not be available to property owners in Harvey 

County. Mr. Decker has also been notified of the violations that need to be corrected. 

3. John reported that a vendor is not complying with the terms of lease agreement to hay 

some ground at East Park. He stated that multiple letters have been sent to the vendor 

requesting the required weight tickets to verify and determine the billing amount. He 

recommends terminating the agreement in March at the end of the lease term. The 

commissioners agreed that since the vendor has not complied the lease should be 

terminated and offered to other vendors.  

4. John reported that Rollin Schmidt, Solid Waste Director, Steve Frank, MKEC 

Engineer, Darrin LeManton and he met with the new KDHE Solid Waste representative 

last week regarding current landfill projects and the pending vertical expansion permit. 

John stated that a methane gas collection system is currently in place in the closed 

MSW landfill, but there is not even enough gas produced to light the flare. The county 
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is proposing capping the gas collection system as part of the plan to add construction 

and demolition waste to the top of the closed MSW landfill. John reported that KDHE 

had previously agreed to the proposed changes, but the new representative needed to be 

informed of the proposal. John stated that it was a good meeting and that the permits 

should be approved after addressing some specific issues. 

5. John presented copies of Kansas Population Projections, 2014-2064 prepared by the 

WSU Center for Economic Development and Business Research (CEDBR). The study 

shows that the total projected Harvey County population in 50 years will remain about 

the same as 2014, but the under 64 year old population will decline and the over 65 

population will increase. 

6. A resolution stating that certain equipment is no longer required for use by the county 

and is authorized to be sold was presented for consideration. The resolution specifies 

four conference tables and forty-one chairs, valued under $1,000 total, are to be sold in 

a manner deemed prudent. The commissioners suggested selling them on the Purple 

Wave auction website or on Craigslist. Commissioner Hague made a motion to approve 

Resolution 2016-19 as presented.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it 

was passed unanimously. 

7. John presented a list of 5 recommended appointees to the Harvey County Food and 

Farm Council. Council members Carol Sue Stayrook-Hobbs and Senator Carolyn 

McGinn spoke on behalf of the Council to recommend the appointees. John thanked 

Senator McGinn for suggesting and assisting with the creation of the Farm & Food 

Council. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to appoint the five members listed, 

waiving the second reading and authorizing the chair to sign the 5 appointments for the 

term 12-1-16 to 12-1-19. Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously. 

a. Jessica Taylor from Safehope replacing Barbara Lee and representing at-risk 

populations   

b. Jack Hobbs, Hesston resident, replacing Rich Hanley and representing the 

senior population 

c. Tracie Strain representing a community organization – renewal 

d. Lorrie Kessler representing the local health department - renewal 

e. Paula Sims with Morning Harvest Farms representing the farming sector - 

renewal 

8. Anthony Swartzendruber, Assistant Administrator & Finance Director, presented 

copies of a press release announcing that the Harvey County Courthouse has earned the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s ENERGY STAR® certification, which 

signifies that the building performs in the top 25% of similar facilities nationwide for 

energy efficiency. ENERGY STAR® certified buildings use an average of 35% less 

energy than typical buildings. The recent courthouse heating & cooling system, 

lighting, plumbing fixtures and window upgrades made the courthouse more energy 

efficient which generates approximately $110,000 per year in energy cost savings.  

9. Commissioner Westfall stated that John Waltner announced at last week’s employee 

Christmas dinner his plan to retire on February 28, 2017. 

10. Gary Denny, Emergency Management Director, stated that he is scheduled to meet with 

the Newton Housing Authority later this week to assist with their creation of an 

emergency plan.  
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11. Kass Miller, Parks Director, stated that he has reinitiated contact with the Westar green 

team regarding funding for a couple of proposed projects at West Park including a 

small nature center and a walking bridge across the river. He also reported that he is in 

the process of planning and scheduling events for the 2017 Park’s event calendar. 

12. Rick Piepho, County Clerk & Election Officer, distributed a report showing the 

longevity of all of the township officers, highlighting those that will leave office when 

new officers are sworn in in January. Five of the township officers have served their 

respective townships for more than 16 years including Dale Dick who has served as an 

officer of Garden Township for 42 years. 

13. Rick also reported that a bill is being prepared to be submitted to the legislature as soon 

as they begin their session to change the dates for a special election to fill a vacancy in 

U.S. House of Representatives. The current statute does not allow enough time to 

comply with the Federal law that states that ballots must be sent to military and 

overseas voters 45 days prior to each election. 

 

CITIZENS FORUM:  

 There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum. 

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $235,413.59 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Hague, 

seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

John reported that, while researching township officer longevity, Rick rediscovered an interesting 

resolution. The resolution from April 1972, the 100
th

 anniversary of the county, declares a tree at West 

Park as the Harvey County Centennial Black Walnut Tree. The parks department is doing some 

research on the history and current status of the tree. 

 

At 10:30 a.m. Commissioner Hague made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 15 

minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was 

passed unanimously. Also present for the session was Anthony Swartzendruber. At 10:45 a.m. 

Commissioner Hague made a motion to extend the executive session for a period of 15 minutes to 

discuss non-elected personnel. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously. Also present for the session was Anthony Swartzendruber. At 11:00 a.m. Commissioner 

Hague made a motion to extend the executive session for a period of 15 minutes to discuss non-elected 

personnel. Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. Also present 

for the session was Anthony Swartzendruber. Executive session ended at 11:15 a.m. with no action 

being taken. 

 

The meeting was recessed at 11:25 a.m. to host and attend the Quad County meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
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