
MINUTES OF 

 BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  April 10, 2017 

 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on April 10, 2017 with all three 
commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA:  

1. Commissioner Westfall reported the Newton Police Department is planning an Open 
House of their facility at the Law Enforcement Center. He suggested that the Sheriff 
and 911 Communications offices also plan an Open House to coincide with the 
Newton PD event. 

2. Commissioner Hague expressed gratitude from his family for the condolences from the 
County following the death of his son-in-law. 

3. Commissioner Krehbiel asked Sheriff Chad Gay if Harvey County is still listed as a 
“sanctuary county” and what needs to be done to remove the classification. Chad 
answered that Harvey County is still listed on a list prepared and maintained by a non-
profit group, but he is not sure why. He will contact ICE representatives to confirm that 
the county detainment policies comply with ICE regulations. 

     
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Hague reported that the Council of Governments meeting will be held at 
the Meridian Center on April 12 at 7 a.m. 

2. The canvass of the April 11 Special General Election is scheduled for Monday, April 17 
at 8:30 a.m. 

3. The LEPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 12 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Minutes of the April 3 Commission regular meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Hague.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Anthony Swartzendruber, Administrator, presented the finalized Parks Mowing 
Contract for the chairman to sign. 

2. Anthony introduced Kyle McCaskey who started work today as the county Public 
Information Officer and Special Projects Coordinator. 

3. Anthony reported that the Harvey County 911 Communications staff has been 
nominated for 2016 Kansas APCO Team of the Year. This award is for outstanding 
service above and beyond the call of duty as a professional public-safety 
telecommunications team. The award will be presented later this week during the state 
APCO meeting. 

4. Anthony presented copies of the recently released KAC Demographic & Taxation 
Report: 2016-17. The report shows figures for all 105 counties in Kansas. The Harvey 
County per capita mill levy of $345 is ranked 98th highest and the Harvey County mill 
levy of 41.358 is ranked 93rd highest. Harvey County is the 15th most populous county 
in Kansas with a total population of 35,073. 

5. Anthony distributed a schedule of regional suppers hosted by the Kansas Association 
of Counties (KAC) during the month of May. The topic of discussion for the suppers will 
be property valuation and taxation. He asked the commissioners to notify him if they 
would like to attend one of the events so that reservations can be made. 

6. Anthony presented a preliminary agenda for the KS County Commissioners 
Association (KCCA) meeting to be held May 31 to June 2 in Junction City. 



Minutes of 
Board of Harvey County Commissioners 
April 10, 2017 
Page 2 of 4 
  

7. Anthony presented copies of the “Patterson vs. Cowley County” court ruling that 
determined that the county was responsible for warning signage on township roads. 
Legislation changes have been introduced to clarify the responsibility. The county may 
be required to install and maintain all road signage in the county that is currently the 
responsibility of the individual townships. No changes to current county policies and 
procedures regarding road signage are suggested at this time. 

8. Anthony presented copies of an invoice from the YMCA showing that 23 employees 
currently have memberships and will participate in the wellness reimbursement 
program that was recently implemented. 

9. Anthony stated that a joint City/County meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, 
May 3 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. The drug task force will be the main topic to be discussed. 

10. Jim Meier, Road and Bridge Superintendent, reported that a crew from his department 
is delivering voting equipment to polling places today and will pickup the equipment on 
Wednesday. 

11. Leo Stahly, Darlington Township Clerk, asked Jim when the bridge on SE 84th St. east 
of Kansas Rd. is scheduled to be replaced. Jim replied that it is currently in the design 
phase and may be replaced later this year. 

12. Don Gruver, Communications Director, reported that there was an issue with the 
backup generator at the East Lake communications tower, but it has been fixed.  

13. Kass Miller, Director of Parks, reported that the 3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt held at 
Camp Hawk over the weekend went well and attendance was a good. He stated that 
more than 200 children participated and that 3,000 candy filled plastic eggs that were 
distributed throughout the park were picked up in about 15 minutes. He stated that a 
number of events, including the Food Truck Festival, are scheduled for May 13 at East 
Park. 

14. Dan Bronson, Assistant County Administrator/Finance Director, reported that KCAMP, 
the insurance provider for the county, conducted property appraisals of the county 
buildings last week to ensure that the buildings and contents are insured to the 
appropriate values. He also reported that all departments have submitted their 2018 
budget requests. 

15. Rick Piepho, County Clerk & Election Officer, reported that early voting continues in 
the courthouse community room today until noon for the April 11 Special General 
Election to fill the US House District 4 vacancy and all of the normal Election Day 
polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. tomorrow. He also expressed his 
appreciation to the R & B department for assisting with the delivery and pickup of 
election supplies to the polling places. 

 
CITIZENS FORUM:  

There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum. 
 
Warrant checks in the amount of $217,195.51 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Hague, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A discussion was held about courthouse security needs and issues. A number of department heads, 
judges, district court employees & court services employees were present for the discussion. Anthony 
reported that there have been three incidents in the last few weeks that have required a law 
enforcement response. He stated that more panic buttons are being distributed on the 2nd floor 
(district court’s floor) and there has been an officer stationed on that floor during office hours for the 
last three days. Anthony also stated that he is requesting an assessment of courthouse security 
vulnerability by the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS); the last one was conducted in 2007. 
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Joe Dickinson, Chief Judge – 9th Judicial District, stated that he and his staff greatly appreciate the 
Sheriff’s office for their quick response when requested, but stated that it would be better to take a 
proactive approach rather than a reactive response to security issues. He stated that the District 
Court and Court Services employees interact with a lot of dangerous individuals on a daily basis 
creating a high risk of threats or actions by those individuals while in the courthouse. He requested 
that the commission consider providing more security, as soon as feasible, at least on the 2nd floor 
and probably for the entire courthouse. The traffic/court clerk who was threatened during the latest 
incident explained the incident and how she felt during and after it that she may be harmed by the 
individual. Becky Fields, County Treasurer, also reported that the employees in her office that interact 
with the public also receive numerous threats. The commissioners agreed that the safety and security 
of staff and the public is very important but they are concerned with how to provide the funding to 
implement and operate some of the options that have been suggested in the past. Anthony stated 
that security solutions will need to be explored holistically to provide the best solution for the entire 
complex into the future. Judge Joe responded that a long-term solution is needed but will take some 
time before being implemented so he requested that an officer be stationed in the courthouse. The 
commissioners agreed to begin exploring a long-term solution based on the results of the DHS 
assessment when it is available. They also agreed that a Sheriff Deputy should be stationed in the 
courthouse during business hours beginning immediately.  
 
Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, and MKEC representative Keith Ayotte opened the bids for 
two projects in the 2017 Contracted Pavement Improvement Plan.  

The first project is for about 10.3 miles of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) 2” overlay on selected roads.  The 
HMA bid request includes an alternate for an additional 15,400 SYs of overlay on the outside lanes of 
Ridge Rd. through the City of Hesston to be contracted by the City of Hesston. Three companies 
submitted bids for the HMA program: 1) Cornejo & Sons, $845,602.75 base bid and $975,592.75 
base plus alternate; 2) APAC – Kansas Inc., $976,299.80 base bid and $1,098,999.30 base plus 
alternate; 3) Flint Hills Materials, $919,293.00 base bid and $1,023,043.00 base plus alternate. 
Commissioner Westfall made a motion to accept the bid and award the contract for the HMA program 
to Cornejo & Sons, for the base price of $845,602.75 subject to final review and approval by the 
county engineer. Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

The second project is for 7.9 miles of Hot-in-Place Recycle (HIPR) with mastic surface treatment on 
selected roads. Two companies’ submitted bids for the HIPR program: 1) Dustrol, Inc., $402,220.00 
base bid; 2) Bettis Asphalt & Construction, $443,286.00 base bid. Commissioner Hague made a 
motion to accept the bid and award the contract for the HIPR program to Dustrol, Inc. for base bid 
price of $402,220.00 subject to final review and approval by the county engineer. Commissioner 
Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

Jim reported that the total of the bids awarded is less than the amount budgeted and the engineer’s 
estimates for these projects.  
 
Rex Yohn, Noxious Weed Director, opened the bids for Herbicides for Noxious Weed Control. The 
bids are for 3 different chemicals, grouped by item, in various container sizes for 1,241 total gallons. 
Rex reported that the invitation to bid was sent to multiple vendors; four bids were returned prior to 
the deadline. The bid results are: 
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ITEM HERBICIDE SIZE 
GALs 
REQ 

Heinen Brothers FarmKan 
Crop Production 
Services (CPS) 

Van Diest 

1 

2,4-D Amine 
2x2-1/2 
gallon 

540 
9.70/ 

gal 
$5,238.00 

10.77/ 
gal 

$5,815.80 
9.95/ 

gal 
$5,373.00 

9.16/ 
gal 

$4,946.40 

2,4-D Amine 
30 
gallon 

60 
9.50/ 

gal 
$570.00 

10.68/ 
gal 

$640.80 
9.85/ 

gal 
$591.00 

9.16/ 
gal 

$549.60 

2,4-D Amine 
55 
gallon 

550 
9.44/ 

gal 
$5,192.00  NB 

 
NB 

8.99/ 
gal 

$4,944.50 

Sub-total – Item 1 $11,000.00   $10,440.50 

2 Plateau 
2x1 
gallon 

6 
136.32/ 

gal 
$817.92  NB 

109.50/ 
gal 

$657.00 
100.09/ 

gal 
$600.54 

3 Tordon 22K 
2x2-1/2 
gallon 

85 
52.20/ 

gal 
$4,437.00 

57.85/ 
gal 

$4,917.25 
45.79/ 

gal 
$3,892.15 

45.19/ 
gal 

$3,841.15 

Shipping $0 $0 $0 $0  

 
Delivery - Days to HV 

Noxious Weed 
1-2 days 1 day 10 days 2-3 days 

 Grand Total Bid $16,254.92   $14,882.19 

Commissioner Hague made a motion to accept the bids for Herbicides for Noxious Weed Control and 
award the contract for all three types of herbicides to Van Diest for $14,882.19 total. Commissioner 
Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Information was presented and a discussion was held regarding establishing a static 3D archery 
range at East Park. Kass Miller and Derrick Richling, Parks Operations Supervisor, presented maps 
of the proposed location for the range. The maps show that the range would be located south of the 
swimming area and north of the dam with shooting to the south with the dam between the range and 
1st Street. The proposed range is visible from the East Park office. The Kansas Department of Wildlife 
& Parks (KDWPT) will provide the 3D targets and Pete Heisel who lives near the park and is the 
region director for several bow shooting clubs has volunteered the labor to construct the range and 
target holders.  Aaron Austin, KDWPT, and Pete Heisel were in attendance to assist with the 
presentation and answer questions. Aaron and Pete estimate that attendance at the range would be 
about 10-15 individuals on weekends with about 50-150 attending scheduled events. Kass stated that 
the Parks Board has been receptive to initial discussions about the proposed range, but has not been 
presented with this information yet. The commission agreed to proceed with presenting the 
information to the Parks Board for recommendations and approval and creating a final plan to present 
to the commission at a later date. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.       
 

 
 


