
MINUTES OF 

 BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  July 24, 2017 

 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on July 24, 2017 with all three 
commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA:  

1. Commissioner Westfall clarified that Fox Ridge has added a foot golf course not a disc 
golf course. 

2. Commissioner Krehbiel stated that the building at 129 E 7th St., across the street from 
the LEC, is owned by Harvey County not the City of Newton as was reported in the 
Newton Now newspaper. 

  
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Westfall reported that the Fair Board has invited the commissioners to a 
lunch meeting with them during the fair on Monday, August 7 at the fairgrounds. 
 

Minutes of the July 17 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Hague, 
seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Anthony Swartzendruber, Administrator, presented copies of the agenda and the 
topics discussed at the REAP meeting that he and Commissioner Westfall attended 
last week. He encouraged the commissioners to attend the REAP meeting in October. 

2. Anthony reported that Robert Carlton, Harvey County Senior Services Director, has 
invited the commissioners and all stakeholders to a meeting that he will be leading to 
discuss developing viable transportation options for health needs which is one of the 
priorities of focus from the recently completed Community Health Needs Assessment. 
The meeting is scheduled for July 27 from noon to 1 p.m. at the Pine Street Medical 
Plaza Community Room. Commissioner Hague plans to attend. 

3. Anthony presented copies of a 2014 to 2016 tonnage comparison chart for the different 
types of waste that are accepted at the Harvey County Solid Waste Department. The 
chart was created by Rollin Schmidt, Solid Waste Director. It shows that municipal 
solid waste (MSW) tonnage has stayed pretty steady at about 21,000 tons, but 
construction & demolition (C&D) waste has been increasing each year by about 1,500 
tons from about 14,000 tons in 2014 to about 17,000 tons in 2016. The C&D waste is 
dumped, processed and buried at the C&D landfill at the Harvey County Solid Waste 
facility, but the MSW is hauled to the landfill in Reno County. 

4. Anthony stated that he received a request from SafeHope asking for a letter of support 
from the commission for a grant application submission. The commission authorized 
Anthony to create and submit a letter of support on their behalf. 

5. Anthony distributed copies of a report of park building rentals for the main building at 
each of the three county parks from 2014 through May 2017. Anthony stated that the 
data was compiled and prepared in response to a request from The Newton Kansan 
for the information. The report shows that the total number of rentals for the time 
period is: 231 for the West Park Community building, 188 for the Camp Hawk 
Community building and 144 for Volunteer Hall at East Park. 

6. Anthony stated that the tenant of the house at West Park has notified the county that 
they are moving and the house will be vacant after July 31. 

7. Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, reported that Midwest Striping has been the 
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only bidder for contracted road striping in previous years. He has contacted Midwest 
and they stated that the pricing per mile would stay the same as last year. Jim 
presented a report of the road striping work contracted for the period of 2012 through 
2016 including the total number of miles contracted and the costs. The report also 
shows the 2017 estimates; 38 miles times $762/mile equals a total cost of $28,956.00 
if Midwest is contracted. Jim stated that bids were requested in 2012, 2013 and 2014 
and that Midwest was the only bidder except in 2012 when one other bid was received 
which was almost double the amount bid by Midwest. He stated that in 2015 and 2016 
the commission approved contracting with Midwest for road striping. He requested 
permission to contract with Midwest for the road striping this year. Commissioner 
Hague made a motion to waive the purchasing policy and approve a contract with 
Midwest Striping for road striping at a cost of $762.00 per mile. Commissioner Westfall 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

8. Lynnette Redington, Health Department Director, announced that the Healthy Harvey 
Coalition was selected for a grant from the Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Kansas 
Pathways for a Healthy Kansas program. The Pathways program provides community 
coalitions with the tools and resources needed to remove barriers and engage their 
communities in ways that enable healthy eating and tobacco-free, active living to 
become a way of life. The grant funding includes a coordination grant of $100,000, with 
the opportunity to apply for non-competitive implementation and achievements grants 
amounting to $400,000, for a total of $500,000 for the 3-year period of 2017-2020. She 
presented a poster sized check from the program for $100,000. Anthony and the 
commission expressed thanks to Lynnette and the Health Department staff for 
implementing and administering programs and services that other counties use as 
models for their agencies. 

9. Rollin Schmidt, Solid Waste Director, presented the Solid Waste Management Plan’s 
Five-Year Worksheet for the Central Kansas Regional Solid Waste Authority (Harvey, 
Marion & McPherson counties).  KDHE requires that this plan be submitted every five 
years.  He reported that no changes were made to the Harvey County responses since 
the last submittal.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to adopt the 5-year plan as 
presented.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously. 

10. Gary Denny, Emergency Management Director, reported that the active shooter focus 
group will conduct their first tabletop exercise next week. This exercise will focus on 
the health disciplines.  

11. Byron Warta reported that he attended a water meeting last week in Hutchinson where 
a lot of different issues were discussed and information was presented. 

12. Rollin reported that he is in the process of submitting applications to KDHE to expand 
the contours (raise the height) of the closed MSW landfill to add C&D waste on top. He 
stated that C&D waste tonnage has been increasing each year and the current C&D 
landfill is getting close to its permitted capacity, but this expansion should allow for 
about 20 more years of C&D waste disposal. 

 
CITIZENS FORUM:  

Dan Andrew, Sedgwick Township Trustee, presented a request to reclassify some 
roads in the township as minimum maintenance roads. He is requesting that SW 84th 
St. between Hoover & West St., S Mission Rd. between SW 125th St. & SW 96th St. 
and SW 60th St. from Mission west to Essex Heights Rd. then Essex Heights Rd. north 
to SW 48th St. be reclassified from type B roads to type D minimum maintenance roads 
per KSA 68-5102. He stated that these roads have not been maintained for a number 
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of years and need to be formally reclassified to reduce liabilities. Commissioner 
Westfall made a motion to accept the request and begin the process to reclassify the 
roads.  Commissioner Hague seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Wayne Valentine, Silver Haired Legislature representative for Harvey County, reported 
that the executive committee of the Kansas Silver Haired Legislature (SHL) will meet 
tomorrow to establish the agenda for their state convention in October.  

 
Warrant checks in the amount of $62,063.28 total were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Hague.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Craig Clough, Appraiser, and Rick Piepho, County Clerk, presented a Commission Disaster Relief 
Determination for the Brian Krehbiel property at 3825 N Sand Hill Rd. that was burned down during 
the wildfires in western Harvey County in March 2016. Craig stated that KSA 79-1613 allows for the 
abatement of taxes for homesteads destroyed by natural disaster. He also stated that the property 
was charged taxes based on the status and valuation on January 1, 2016 when the house was still 
standing. Mr. Krehbiel applied for relief from the taxes for the period after the fire. Rick stated that the 
amount of tax relief recommended was calculated by dividing the total taxes for the improvements by 
365 days then multiplying that amount by the 279 days left in the year after the structure was 
destroyed. Commissioner Hague made a motion to approve the Disaster Relief as presented and 
abate $1,721.50 of the 2016 property taxes for the parcel.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the 
motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, and an MKEC representative opened the bids for the 
UBAS project that was added to the 2017 Contracted Pavement Improvement Plan. The project is for 
an Ultra-thin Bonded Asphalt System (UBAS) overlay on all four lanes of S. Kansas Avenue from the 
Newton City limit south to 125th St.  The bid request includes alternate #1 to add a UBAS overlay on 
SE 72nd from Kansas Ave. east to I-135 and alternate #2 to add a UBAS overlay on SE 125th from 
Kansas Ave. east to I-135. Two companies submitted bids for the UBAS project: 1) Cornejo & Sons, 
$541,626.00 total bid with both alternates ($499,347.00 base bid, $16,061.50 alternate #1 and 
$26,217.50 alternate #2); 2) APAC – Kansas Inc., $534,990.00 total bid with both alternates 
($500,407.00 base bid, $12,199.00 alternate #1 and $22,384.00 alternate #2). Jim reported that the 
total of the lowest bid is less than the amount available in the budget and the engineer’s estimates for 
this project. Commissioner Hague made a motion to accept the bid and award the contract for the 
UBAS project with both alternates to APAC – Kansas Inc., for the total price of $534,990.00 subject to 
final review by staff and authorize Anthony to sign the contracts. Commissioner Westfall seconded 
the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
A discussion was held regarding establishing a static 3D archery range at East Park. Anthony stated 
that Parks staff and a Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks (KDWPT) representative presented a 
proposal several months ago to establish the range. He stated that since then a lot of research has 
been done and he presented a memo that outlines the results and options available. One of the 
options is to establish an open archery range with uncontrolled access like what is available at some 
KDWPT locations, but no insurance policy would be available and the county would assume all risks. 
Another option would be to establish a controlled access range that would be insurable but would 
require limited staff involvement based on the insurance policy provider restrictions. KDWPT would 
provide the targets free of charge with an open range but is unlikely to provide them with a closed 
range. Administration recommends against establishing an archery range at East Park due to the 
costs and liability concerns. The Parks board suggested possibly leasing the archery area of the park 
to KDWPT for them to establish the range and release the county from the liability. The 
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commissioners agreed that an archery range should not be developed at East Park unless KDWPT 
agrees to lease the area and release the county from the liability. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the recommendations of the Community Council on Police Facilities. 
The council met on multiple occasions to discuss options for Police/Sheriff facilities and determined 
that the best course of action at this time is to rehabilitate existing space to meet the needs of the two 
departments for the next 7-10 years. They are recommending a two phase plan with phase one 
occurring in 2017-18 and phase two in 2018-19. The list for phase one contains fourteen items 
including renovating the Newton Police Department space at the county-owned Law Enforcement 
Center (LEC) for more efficient use, replacing the HVAC system and windows throughout the entire 
facility, remodel the entryway of the LEC, rehabilitate and add parking spaces around the county 
owned structure across from the LEC and move quartermaster storage to that building, relocate and 
upgrade evidence storage areas to create some office spaces for the Drug Task Force and test for 
lead levels in the LEC indoor shooting range. The list for phase 2 includes building an outdoor 
shooting range, building a training center for law enforcement officers and abating any lead issues at 
the indoor shooting range in the LEC. The rough estimate of costs for phase one is $2,269,500 and 
phase two is $750,000. The county portion of the total costs would be 50% for the shared spaces and 
100% for the improvements to the Sheriff side of the building. Anthony stated that the estimated costs 
are very rough numbers and that better estimates will be provided after an architect is hired for the 
project. He suggested utilizing reserve funds to pay the county portion since these are one-time 
costs. Anthony stated that the joint meeting with the City of Newton commission to discuss these 
recommendations is tentatively scheduled for August 22. 
 
The 2018 Harvey County Budget was presented for adoption. Anthony stated that the budget process 
began in February and the budget hearing was held on July 10 with numerous meetings and 
discussions held in between. He stated that a change to the CIP budget for the Parks department 
was suggested to purchase a backhoe attachment for their skid steer instead of a separate dedicated 
machine. He suggested amending the CIP to reflect the attachment cost of about $20,000 and 
transferring the remaining $30,000 to a reserve account without changing the overall budget. The 
proposed budget includes a budget authority for expenditures of $26,534,979 with a maximum ad 
valorem tax levy of $12,462,530. The proposed budget includes the addition of three law enforcement 
positions. Mike Riffel, Fair Board President, presented information that could affect their appropriation 
request for 2018. He reported that the City of Newton is proposing charging fees for events including 
the Free Fair parade which could increase their expenses by $2,000 to $5,000. Anthony 
recommended that the budget not be adjusted since the City of Newton has not made a final decision 
on the fees, but if the fees are charged in 2018 the Fair Board should request an additional 
appropriation at that time. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to adopt the 2018 Harvey County 
Budget as presented with the suggested adjustment to the Parks CIP budget.  Commissioner Hague 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
At 11:35 a.m. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to recess into executive session for a period of 
10 minutes to discuss confidential claims data pursuant to the consultation with an attorney to discuss 
matters deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship exception in Kansas Statute. The open 
meeting will resume in the Commission meeting room at 11:45 a.m. Commissioner Hague seconded 
the motion and it was passed unanimously. Those present for the session were the three 
Commissioners, Anthony Swartzendruber, Dan Bronson, Rick Piepho and Counselor Greg Nye. 
Executive session ended at 11:45 a.m. with no action being taken. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.    
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