
Minutes  

HARVEY COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING ADVISORY BOARD 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 

Harvey County Court House – Community Room 

Oct. 3, 2017 

 
• Meeting Called to Order at 7 p.m. by Chair Lynne Vigil. Members present were Lynne Vigil, Jack 

Bender, Duane Miles, Mike Koehn, Pat Wendling. Wayne Alison, Trinity Muth and  Carol Buller. Phil 
Kimerer was not present. Also attending were Secretary Karen Jacobs  and County Administrator 
Anthony Swartzendruber.  

• Guests: Dan Andrew, Sedgwick Township – Min. Maint. Roads, Melvin Becker, Roads; Frank Harper, 
Roads; Mick McGinn, Roads; Duane Carmichael, Roads; Dave Balzer, Grace Hill Venue; Amanda Balzer, 
Grace Hill Venue.  

• Agenda was approved with a motion by Bender and second by Alison. Voting was unanimous 7-0. 
Voting in favor of agenda approval was Miles, Alison, Buller, Bender, Wendling, Muth and Koehn. Chair Vigil 
did not vote- choosing to vote only if needed to break a tie. 
 

• Chair Vigil called for a motion to approve the minutes from Sept. 5, 2017. Alison made the motion to 
approve the minutes of the Sept. 5,, 2017 meetings. Wendling seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with a 6-0 vote. Voting Aye were Miles, Alison, Buller, Bender, Wendling, and Koehn. Muth 
abstained from voting due to not being present for that meeting.  
 

• Administrator Update- Gina Bell was unable to attend the meeting due to family emergency. Jacobs gave the 
administrator update. Jacobs updated board members on the high nitrates in the area south of Harvey County. 
Explained the Community Rating System that the office is getting its five year audit and it is consuming a lot of 
the time available in the office. Jacobs said there were several new building permits this month and gave each of 
them a copy of the log for the month. She also told members that a couple of the floodplain violations they have 
been working on have made progress or been taken care of. As always there are some new issues but those are 
being addressed. No progress has been made on the issue on Essex Heights. Bell intends on getting back with 
him as soon as she gets a chance. Jacobs said there will most likely not be a meeting in November due to 
elections and also Bell will be gone to conferences.  
 
 

• Minimum Maintenance Roads- A letter was sent out about minimum maintenance roads to get input from 
those regularly using the roads. A request was made for three different areas for Sedgwick Townships. A review 
of what was discussed last month was covered. Jacobs read a letter from Sedgwick School District about 84th 
street. The school district replied they would like to be able to use the road. Kurr Land, Darrell Wedel, said it was 
important to keep the roads in a condition that keep them usable for residents and farmers to use to move large 
equipment so they can keep that equipment away from heavily traveled roads. These must remain passable for 
fields and residents.  
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Melvin Becker lives on 60th and said he has pulled many people out of that road. He said he feels roads need to 
be fixed up and made manageable. He things they should be maintained.  

Frank Harper, Sedgwick Townships, came to understand what minimum maintenance would be. His biggest 
concern is Darlington Township has some roads like this that don’t get graded. He said he doesn’t want to see 
these roads get this way. He said he would like to see these roads rocked and maintained. If these go to 
minimum maintenance, he is worried these roads won’t get any attention at all with tight budgets. Long term 
this would be detrimental to farmers in the area.  

Duane Carmichael, owns ground in the area and uses the road to haul grain and work in fields in the area. He 
has paid taxes and the roads are not graded all the time. But he said if he needs it graded he can call and it will 
get graded. Is worried it may never get graded.  

Mick McGinn, What is this going to go to? Will we get no maintenance? Mission Road concerns him the most. He 
has put sand on it himself just to be able to get into his land. He said he has to have access to this road to get to 
his land. If it’s less liability to declare these minimum maintenance, then how much more if they don’t? 

Dan Andrews, current trustee, said these roads have been treated as minimum maintenance. He said if 
minimum maintenance is done right it could improve the roads. He said what started this is he wanted to put a 
sign, but had to go through the process to be able to do it. The process would take the road from category 2 to 
category 3 or 4. A category 3 would still be passable by two cars. A 4 would make it a one car road. He is 
concerned about what future township boards might do with a minimum maintenance road. He said his board 
will keep it passable but down the road they may not do that.  

Anthony Swartzendruber- declaring minimum maintenance takes away the liability from the township if 
someone goes down that road and damages their car. Wendling said the only reason this is being discussed it to 
be able to put up a sign. Wendling said the sign won’t keep them from going down the road, it just reduces the 
liability. One of the concerns is that the covert on 84th may need to be replaced but if the road is minimum 
maintenance would that covert be replaced or would the road just be closed? Swartzendruber said the county 
commission is looking for input from planning board, they may decide to go a different direction. It was brought 
up that if the road was fixed up, four-wheelers wouldn’t go down it and tear it up.   Swartzendruber said the 
township has their own budgets and can make their own decision on how they will maintain their roads. Also 
brought up was the fact the other side of putting up a sign is it will attract four-wheelers.  

If roads are declared minimum maintenance, it is a lot more difficult to get roads back. Staff recommends not 
changing the status with changes that will be made to regulation that could allow more buildable lots in Harvey 
County.  

A motion was made by Wendling to make no changes to these roads, leave them at the designation they are 
now. Muth seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0. All in favor were Miles, Alison, Buller, Bender, Wendling, 
Muth, and Koehn.  
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• CUP 17-03 Balzer – Wedding Venue. Jacobs went through the conditional use and how it would conform or not 
conform into the area. The barn would be used for wedding and gatherings and would have adequate parking. 
Concerns include proper sewage system and check with rural water about availability. Also work with township 
about issues with roads.  Due to the fact that conditions that were unclear that needed to be in place, the CUP 
was tabled to be revisited when all of the information is available including the kind and size of a sewer system 
for the venue and if water would need to be separate and water meter would need to be confirmed. Issue was 
tabled until next meeting with motion by Wendling and Second by Miles.  Motion passed 7-0. Voting in favor 
were Miles, Alison, Buller, Bender, Wendling, Muth and Koehn.  
 

• Exception to quarter/quarter rule – Kimerer  was not at the meeting and board felt he needed to be there to 
present to board. Issue was tabled until next meeting with motion by Wendling and Second by Alison. Motion 
passed 7-0. Voting in favor were Miles, Alison, Buller, Bender, Wendling, Muth and Koehn.  

• There was no new or old business to discuss.  
 

• Chair Vigil called for a motion to adjourn. Bender made the motion to adjourn. Muth seconded the motion. 
Motion passed 7-0. Voting in  favor were Miles, Alison, Buller, Bender, Wendling, Muth and Koehn.  
 


